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RIGHTS OF FISHERY IN THE RIVER DELA- 
WARE. 


The Opinion of the Circuit Court of New Jersey, on the 
Rights of Fishery inthe River Delaware; delivered 
in 1831—By Justice Batpwin, 


In the case of Jbraham Bennelt vs, Samuel Boggs. 


This is an action of debt brought by the plaintiff to 
recover sundry penalties alleged to have been incurred 
by the violation of the provisions of two laws of New 
Jersey, one passed 26th Nov. 1808, the other 28th 
Nov. 1822, prohibiting the use of gilling nets in the 
river Delaware. 

The fifth section* of the first law imposes a penalty 
of 100 dollars on any person who shall make use of anv 
gilling seine or drift net for taking fish in the river Dela- 
ware within certain limits, which include the place at 
which the offence is said to have been committed. 

The fourth sectiont of the last act enacts, That every 
owner or possessor of a fishery on the Delaware, within 
the jurisdiction of New Jersey, shall, before he occu- 
pies the same, give to the Clerk of the Court of Com. 
mon Pleas of the county wherein the fishery, or the 
greatest part thereof, may be, a description in writing 
of their pool or fishing place, designating the beginning 
and ending point, the extent on the river shore, the 
township and county where situated, the number of 
men generally employed in fishing the same—and shall 
give bond with surety to said clerk to amount of 500 
dollars, conditioned for the payment of all fines and 


penalties created by this law and incurred by any infrac- | 


tion thereof, which description and bond shall be filed 
in the clerk’s office. If any person shall fish in any 
fishery so entered, or draw a net within the same, or 
in the river opposite the shore included within the 
boundary thereof, without the permission of the owner 
or possessor, he shall forfeit 250 dollars. By the fifth 
section the same penalty is imposed on any person who 
shall make use of a seine ornet in the Delaware, within 
the jurisdiction of the state, or of the concurrent juris- 
diction of the state and Pennsylvania, between the Ist 
of April and 10th of July, without having so entered 
their fishery, or at any place on the Delaware within the 
state, other than opposite the shore boundaries of a 
fishing place or pool so described and entered. 

Section sixth+ authorizes the owner or possessor of 
any fishery on the Delaware within the jurisdiction of 
the state, below Trenton, who has entered the same as 
a fishery,and given bond to fishin front of and opposite 
the bounds thereof, with a gilling seine or drift net-of 
mesh not larger than six and a half inches, and the-net 
not more than six fathoms in length—the boat used, to 
have the name and place of abode of the owner painted 
legibly on the gunwale thereof. 

The seventh section imposes a penalty of 250 dollars 
on any person who shall use a gilling seine or drift net 
in the Delaware within the sole or concurrent jurisdic- 





* 5 Smith’s Penn. Laws, 8. 


¢ Pamphlet Laws of Penn. 1823, 19, &e. 
New Jersey, 1823, 30. 
+ Pamphlet Laws of Penn. 21. 
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tion of the state, without first entering his seine or net 
and giving bond, or beyond the angles of the shore 
boundaries of a fishery so entered, or with a mesh larg- 
er or a net longer than mentioned in the sixth section, 
between the Ist of March and 10th of July. 

The thirteenth section in addition to the penalties, 
creates a forfeiture of the boat, seine, net and tackling, 
used in violation of the law. 

Both these laws were ratified, adopted and confirm- 
ed, by Pennsylvania,* and declared to have the same 
force and effect on the citizens of that state as New 
Jersey. 

These acts were deemed necessary on the part of 
Pennsylvania, as by the compact between the states, 
dated 26th of April, 1788, it was agreed that the river 
-Delaware should be a common highway for each state, 
and that each should enjoy a concurrent jurisdiction 
on the water, each retaining jurisdictiont on the dry 
land between the shores, and that all offences or tres- 
passes committed on the river should be cognizable in 
the state where the person charged should be first ar- 
tested or prosecuted. 

The declaration sets forth, that on the 23d of March, 
1829, at the township of Newton, county of Glouces- 
ter, and state of New Jersey, the defendant did make 

| use of a gilling seine, or drift net, in the river Delaware, 
without having first entered h's gilling seine, or drift 
net fishery, or given bond, or making a description of 
| his pool or fishing place, or designating the number 
| of men employed therein, accurding to law. 

For the same act on the 24th of March, and so on “ 
different days, alleging eight distinct infractions of the 

| laws on different days. 

The case comes before the court on a case stated, 
which is as follows:— 

‘* This action is brought for the recovery of four pe- 
nalties, under the seventh section of the Supplement to 

'an Act of the legislature of New Jersey regulating 
| Fisheries in the river Delaware, passed November 28th, 
| 1822, and assented to and adopted by the legislature of 
| Pennsylvania, January 29th, 1823, prohibiting the use 
| of gilling seines in said river, except in certain cases 
'mentioned ina previous section of the act, under a 
| penalty of two hundred and fifty dollars for each and 
every such offence. 

“ The plaintiff resides at, and rents and fishes a shore 
| fishery, in the township of Waterford, in the county of 
/Glouces’er. His haul is from the upper line of the 
‘lands of Benjamin Cooper, down to the mouth of 
| Cooper’s creek. Petty’s Island lies between this fishe- 
‘ry and the Pennsylvania shore. On part of this island, 
| on the Jersey side, is another fishery; so that the two 
seine sweep partly over the same pool when out,thoug’: 
' hauled in on different sides of the river. These gilling 


seines are made of fine twine, so as to be impercep+ 
‘table to the fish’whilst the water is turbid from the 
'sprng freshets, when they are most successfully used. 
| They are usually about 50 or 60 fathoms in length; are 
| extended across the channel, and drift with the tide.— 
| In passing up the river, all the fish which come in con- 
‘tact with them, and are too large to pass through the 
a aaa Eannneenn 


' 
} 


| 





| *5 Smith, 6. Laws.of 1823, 61, 17. 
| +2 


* 
+ 2 Dallas’s Laws, 143-4-S. 
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mesh of the net, are entangled by their gills; and sel- 
dom able to extricate themselves, are thus taken, from 


whence these seines derive theirname. The defen- | 


dant’s net was of the size authorized by the act to be 


used in certain cases. The defendant isa citizen of | 


Pennsylvania, and resident in the county of Philadel- 


! 


THE RIVER DELAWARE. 


a 


and that either party sha!l be permitted to turn this state 
of the case into a special verdict,” 
Dated September 9th, 1829. 


[Aucosr 








‘T'wo questions are submitted to the court. 
1. Whether under the laws of New Jersey the de- 


phia. He owned a gilling seine, and was in the habit | fendant has a right to fish with a gilling seine in any 
of drifting between the island and New Jersey shore | part of the river within the boundaries specified in his 


both in and below the pools of the above named fislic- 
ries. On the 23d, 24th, 25th, and 26th days of March 
Jast, the defendant and one Wiliam Eager, were drift- 
ing in the channel of the river with their net opposite 
to the fishery of the plaintiff, when their net and boat 
were seized on the last named day at the instance of 
the plaintiff, and the summons in this cause served on 


description. 
2. Whether the laws are constitutional. 
By the proviso in the third clause of the compact be- 
tween the two states,* the legislature of each may ex- 
ercise the right of regulating and guarding the fisheries 
/on the river Delaware, annexed to their respective 
'shores, in such manner that the said fisheries may not 


the defendant. This seine when taken was not within be unnecessarily interrupted during the season. for 
the sweep of the plaintiff’s net, nor so as to obstruct | catching shad, by vessels riding at anchor on the fish- 


him in his haul. The boat and seine were adjudged to 


ing ground, or by persons fishing under claim of a 


be forfeited by two justices, and ordered to be sold.— | common right on said river. 


The defendant appeared on the return day, and caus- 
ed his appearance to be regularly entered. ‘the de- 
fendant has given a bond to the Prothonotary of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, ac- 
companied by the following description, viz: (Descrip- 
tion) “ From Samuel Bower’s wharf and lands at Ken- 
sington, to Fisher’s point, the size of the net is about 
fifty fathoms, and of a mesh of about six inches,” 
** Samuel Bogg.” (pro ut the bond and description. )— 
It is admitted, that there is a mistake or clerical error in 
this description, and that it should have been Fish’s 
point, instead of Fisher’s, there being no such place as 
the latter. Bower’s landsand wharf are in Kensington, 
in the city and county of Philadelphia, in the state of 
Pennsylvanta,and Fish’s point in the township of Water- 
ford aforesaid, in this state,about five miles above Ken- 
sington. On each side of the river, there are numer: 
ous owners of the shore, within the bounds of this de- 
scription, from whom the defendant had no lease or 
permission to enter a fishery in front of their lands.— 


The defendant when taken was drifting within the 
bounds named in his description, that is to say, below | 


Fish’s point, and above Bower's wharf, nar had he at 


, any time fished above low watcr mark with his seine, 


or entered upon the shore of the plaintiff, but had al- 
ways drified in that part of the river which is covered 
with water at all times of the tide. (These fisheries on 


the river Delaware have been used and occupied by | 


the respective owners of the adjacent shores, as private 
property, before and ever since the Revolution.) The 


defendant therefore insists, that he has a right to fish | 


with his seine in any part of the river Delaware, by 
virtue of the aforesaid bond and description, within the 
bounds therein mentioned. But he furthermore in- 
sists, that the act under which the plaintiff seeks to re- 
cover is unconstitutional and void, being in restrittion 
ofa right common to all the citizens of the United 
States, and that no recovery can be had by virtue there- 
of. The plaintiff, that the bond and description given 
by the defendant, is not in compliance with the act, and 
that he had no right to drift with his net in the river 
Delaware, and moreover that the said act is constitu- 
tional, and the provisions therein contained wise and 
salutary, and greatly beneficial to the community, in 
preserving a valuable species of fish, which the gilling 
seines have a ‘tendency to destroy and frighten from 
our waters.—Upon this statement of facts it is arreed 
to submit this case to the court. If they shall be of 
the opinion that the defendant was authorized under the 
act to fish by virtue of his license, or that the act is un- 
constitutional, then that judgment shall be entered for 


the defendant, with costs; otherwise, that judgment | 


shall be entered in favor of the plaintiff, with costs of 


suit. And it is further agreed, that the copies of the 


This is a direct recognition of the rights to fisheries 

annexed to the respective shores of the river. 

The third section of the law of 1808, defines a pool 
| or fishing place within the meaning of the act to be, 
| from the place where seinesare usually thrown in,to the 
| place where they have been usually taken out,or where 
| they may hereafter be so thrown in or taken out, 

This definition applies to the words pool fishery, or 
‘fishing place, used in the law of 1822,+ (which leaves 
the third and fifth sections of the act of 1808 in force,) 
and enables us to ascertain the true object and mean- 
\ing of the law in requiring every owner or possessor 
|of a fishery on the Delaware, to describe his pool 
or fishing place according to the provisions of the fourth 
' section. 
| Connecting the proviso in the compact with the third 
' section of the law of 1808, and the fourth section of 
that of 1822. we can have no doubt of the meaning of 
the legislature in every part of the law. The compact 
authorizes the guarding of fisheries on the river annex- 


ed to the respective shores, against interruptions by 
persons fishing under claim of common right on the 
river, thus making a plain distinction between a fishe- 
ry annexed to the shore, anda fishery by common right 
on the river. The words, fishery pool,or fishing place, 
_as defined in the act of 1808, can apply only to a place 
on the shore to which a fishery is annexed, and there 
‘can be no poel or fishery in reference to fishing by 
claim of common right on the river. A person thus 
| fishing, can be in no sense the owner or possessor of a 
fishery; there can be no pool or fishing place which is 
his by any other right than what is common to all the 
inhabitants of the state; it cannot be that fishery intend- 
| ed by the compact, and be guarded against the claim of 
'common right, without placing both the compact and 

laws in direct contradiction with themselves. To a 
‘fishery by claim of common right, there can be no lo- 

cality of township or county—no beginning or ending 
| point—the extent on the shore cannot be defined—the 
| bond to be given is a security for infraction of the law 
| at such fishery,” by command or permission of the 
| owner or occupant of such fishery, by himself or tenant 
| —and could never have been intended to be given by 
one fishing by common right. The recovery on the 
| bond is contemplated to be against the owner, posses- 
sor, tenant or agent, and a penalty is imposed on any 

persons who shall fish in the fishery so entered, oppo- 
site the river shore included in the description, without 
the permission in writing of the person owning, posses- 
sing and entering the same, words which in their na- 
ture exclude claimants by common right, who cannot 
enter or describe what they cannot own or occupy in 
their own right. The words of the law, the meaning 
of the legislature, are too plain to admit of a doubt, 


several acts of the states of Pennsylvania and New Jer- } —————_____ 


sey, relative to fisheries in said river, printed in the | 


pamphlet laws of said states, shall be read in this court, | 


*2 Dallas, 143. 
Tt 5 Smith, 7. 
+ Law of 1823, section 16. 
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they can have no other application than to the owners 
of land on the shores of the river to which fisheries 
were annexed; they were bound to describe and enter 
their fisheties, and give their bond, according to law; 
by duing so they were secured in the exclusive right of 
fishery in their ewn pools opposite their own lands, and 
acquired the right of using in front of their boundaries 
gilling seines or drift nets, which were prohibited by 
the fifth section of the act of 1808. ‘To give any per- 
son any right under the law of 1822, or to avoid the pe- 
nalties for using gilling seines, he must have, as owner 
or possessor, a fishery to enter. It would be nugatory 
to enter and describe what he neither owned, occupied, 
or claimed in his own orany derivative right. The case 
before the court affords as strong an illustration as could 
be made. The defendant lives in Philadelphia, he 
owns or claims no part of either shore of the river, 
which is owned by other persons, from whom he has 
no permission, yet he enters .as his fishery a space of 
five miles, from Kensington to Fish’s point, compre- 
hending both shores. A single observation suffices to 
show that this is not sucha fishery as is contemp!ated 
by thelaw. If the defendant has aright of fishing within } 
these boundaries, under these laws, he takes away the 
right of fishing opposite to ten miles of land on the | 
shore from the owners, and enables him to sue them for | 
penalties, if*they fish within his boundaries. Such a} 
pretension is too extravagant to be supported, and yet 
if it stops short of it, the provisions of the law cannot be 
complied with. ‘The entry must give him exclusive 
rights within his boundaries or it gives him none; and 
if he may so appropriate five miles on each shore, 
there can be no limits assigned to this fishery when he 
is no shore owner. 

It is clear then that the defendant is in no better sit- 
uation by having made his entry than before. He had 
no antecedent right, and could acquire none by the 


. mere forms he has pursued; they were evidently for 


the purpose of evading the laws of New Jersey, which 
applied only to riparian owners within the boundaries 
of their own fisheries,annexed to their land,and duly en- 
tered. Entertaining no doubt of the meaning and ex- 
press provisions of the law, we have thought it better 
to express ourselves in general terms, than to found | 
our opinion on any departure of the defendant’s entry 
from the requisifions and forms of the law: being de- 
cidedly of opinion, that he could not make an entry 
and description in any form or manner which could | 
avail him, we have not entered into any cximination 
of its particulars in description or otherwise. 

The case stated admitting that the defendant has 
made use of a gilling seine in the manner stated, he 
has directly violated the provisions of the 5th section of 
the act of 1808, and the 7th section of that of 1822, 
and is liable to the penalties imposed. He could not 
make the entry required by the 4th section, and there- 
fore was not authorized under the 6th to use a gilling 
seine or drift net. 

This case then, in our opinion, is clearly within the 
law, and if the law is valid, our judgment must be for 
the plaintiff. 

Sitting in the Circuit Court, we are bound to decide 
on the laws of a state precisely as we would if sitting in 
a state court, 2 Peters, 656. They are the rules of our 
decision, unless they are repugnant to the constitution, 
laws, or treaties, of the United States, which are the 
supreme law of the land, as well in the state as federal 
courts, Whether these laws are so repugnant, is the 
next object of our inquiry. 

Questions ofa similar nature have heretofore occur- 
red in this state. ‘Ihe subject was very fully discussed 
in this court in the case of Corfield v. Coryell,* which 
depended on the validity of the laws regulating oyster 
fisheries, and was most thoroughly considered. It was 
contended in that case, that the law was repugnant to 


-—-- - 





* 4 Washington’s Ct. Ct. 371. 7. 


a ee TS 


the following clauses of the Constitution of the United 
States. The eighth section of the first article, grant- 
ing Congress power to regulate commerce. To the 
second section of the fourth article, as to the privileges 
and immunities of citizens of one state in every other 
state, and the second section of the third article, ex- 
tending the judicial power of the United States to all 
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction. But the 
court decided, on great deliberation, that none of 
these provisions affected the validity of that law. The 
laws relating to the fisheries are open to the same ob- 


jections, but they have not been distinctly presented to 


the court in the argument of this case. We have how- 
ever thought proper to notice them in order to express 
our entire assent both to the opinion and the reasoning 
of Judge Washington. The defendat’s counsel have 
taken another objection to the validity of this law, 
which though not directly contended to be founded on 
that provision of the Constitution of the United States 
which declares, that no state shall pass any law impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts, yet must come within it 
if the ground assumed is correct. They contend that 
by the principles of the common law, there can be 
neither by grant or prescription a private right of fish- 
ery in an arm of the sea, a navigable river or one in 
which the tide ebbs and flows. That the right of fish- 
ing in such waters is common to all the inhabitants of 
the state, and is expressly secured to them by a com- 
pact with the proprietaries of New Jersey in 1676, and 
that the legislature cannot prevent the exercise of that 
common right.* 

The Charter of Charles IT. to the Duke of York, 
bounded his grant by the Delaware river and bay,+ and 
comprehended no part of either the grant from him to 
Lords Carteret and Barclay, run by the same bounda- 
ries, so that the claim of New Jersey to any part of the 
bay or river below low water mark, cannot be maintain- 
ed by virtue of these grants. ‘The Charter to William 
Penn, was bounded on the east by the Delaware, and 
included no part of the river, the right to the entire bed 
of which remained in the crown till the Revolution, 
though ‘claimed by the proprietors of New Jersey from 
avery early period.¢ The rights of the crown being 
extinguished by the treaty of peace, those claimed by 
New Jersey to the riverand bay were thereby confirm- 
ed, unless a better title should be found to exist in 
other states. But these rights accrued to the state in 
its sovereign capacity, and not to the proprietaries, they 
claiming only by grant, must be confined to its boun- 
daries, an acquisition afier its date could not pass un- 
der the charter to the proprietors, it was territory 
newly acquired under the operation of the treaty, by 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and by them made the 
subject of the compact between the two states, It 
follows then, that the proprietors in 1676, had no right 
of either property or fishery in the Delaware, to the 
common use of which they could grant a right to all 
the inhabitants of New Jersey, the crown alone could 
grant a common right of fishery beyond the bounds of 
the state. The king was no party to acompact made 
in derogation of his rights,“which devolved on the state 
unimpaired by the unauthorized acts of the proprie- 
tors. The mere fact of their claiming beyond the lim- 
its of the charter, could give them notitle. Their 
compact in 1676, could create no right in the inhabi- 
tants which restrained or limited the exercise of the 
powers of sovereignty over the river which the state 
derived from the paramount title of the crown. .A com- 
pact between the proprietors and people ofa state, is 
acontract, the obligation of which cannot be impaired 
by a state law, but the one in question was without any 
obligatory force in giving the right of fishing in the 
Delaware. Its exercise under a claim from the pro- 








* Leaming & Spicer, 390. 
+4 Wash. C. C. 384. 
+ 4 Wash. C. C. 885-6, 
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prietors was an encroachment on the rights of the | to law, is one which inflicts a punish ment for doing an 
crowti and the state. ‘The compact was inoperative to| act innocert at the time of its commission. It is easy 
confer any right such as is now claimed, although the | to~uscertain whether a state law is within this provision. 
present laws had never been passed. A repeal of the | There can be no controversy about the definition of a 
Jaw would only save the penalty, and the defendant | contract,and if a state law does impair its obligation, it is 
would be still without any right. This clause of the | clearly void, ‘Though it is a very delicate, and has 
constitution then cannot avail him. been found a very difficult matter to define the obliga- 

The constitution of this state adopted the 2d of July, | tion of a contract, or the acts which do impair it, yet 
1776, declares that the government of this province | there is a fixed and certain standard to which they must 
shall be vested in a governor, council, and a general| be applied, and a definite rnle by which to regulate 
assembly. There is no clause restricting the powers of} their application. But there is no paramount and su- 
the government as to the subjects of legislation, no part | preme law which defines the law of nature, or settles 
of it has been relied upon by the counsel of defendant ) those great principles of legislation which are said to 
as being inconsistent with their laws in relation to the | control state legislations in the exercise of the powers 
fisheries in the Delaware, but they rest their alleged | conferred on them by the people in the cons'itution.— 
unconstitutionality on general principles. | If it is once admitted that there exists in this court a 

Congress have declared in the 34th section of the Ju- | power to declare a state law void, which conflicts with 
diciary Act,* that the laws of the several states, except | no constitutional provision—if we assume the right to 
where the constitution, treaties or statutes of the United | annul them for their supposed injustice, or oppressive 
States shall otherwise require or provide, shall be re. | operation, we become the makers and not the expound- 
garded as rules of decision in trials of common law in| ers of constitutions—our opinion will not be a judgment 
the courts of the United States, in cases where they | on what was the pre-existing law of the case, but on 








apply. 

In determining what is the law of New Jersey, we must 
look first to its constitution, which is a supreme law, 
binding on the legislature itself, and if it contained any 
restraint on the legislative power over fisheries, its ob- 
ligation would be paramount, but as it contains none, 


| what it is after we shall have so amended and mod.fied 
| itas to meet aur ideas of justice, policy and wise legis- 
| lation, by a direct usurpation of legislative powers, and 

a flagrant violation of the duty enjoined on us by the 
| Judiciary Act. It is therefore not material to the de- 
cision of this case,to examine further into the existence 


the law which must govern our decision, exists only in ofa right of fishery in the Delaware common to all the 


the acts of the government, organized by the people, | : ; : aa ale rts 
under their constitution. We find its powers plenary, | 1estion, since In our opin‘on the admission of such a 
unrestrained, and brought into action by the acts under | "ght would not avail the defendant, it not being pro- 


our consideration, which embrace the case submitted | tected by any law paramount to those which have reg- 
to us. ulated or taken it away. A common law right to a 


common fishery in the Delaware, is to be enjoyed in 


: ; subordination to the laws which regulate its use. It is 

tion of this state, too great, or dangerous to the rights | os aie «Det . 
of the people and that imitations a necessary but we|* marrters eee a eee ne seamen, Pte 
decomameiilics Sieedt Gautam tage aaleheen ender staan | the law void, because in the exercise of an un- 
: | bounded constitutional power, the government of New 


laws, as if boundaries had been affixed by the constitu- Jersey have restrained it within limits narrower than 


Gen cme fe a ie declare ee | those allowed by common law, or common right,— 
poem er on Si tebticemahidams ot | Neither do we think it necessary to examine into the 
the rights * sean people aie cate aaa - are se- | Cxtent of the rights of riparian owners in front of their 
cured by some constitutional rovision which comes wae. . A eay SRnUEeY wee Kote os Seen ee 
eitidatene tidthtt etierhlennne P The remedy for un-| °° t#in extent under the colonial government, which 
oten ar cieehiies Togislation within Scene | were recognized by New Jersey and Pennsylvania, by 
Seetittn tatelion tothe destice and patriot f the compact of 1783. It is admitted, that from a very 

Ounds, Is HY an appeal tothe justice anc’ patriotism of | early period uf the history of the state, shore fisheries 


the representatives of the people. If this fuils, the | have been considered as private property, capable of 
people in theirsovercign capacity can correct the evil, | being devised and alienated with, or separate from the 
but courts cannot assume their rights. land to which the . sub; 
: | Ie y were annexed, subject to taxation, 
The Supreme Court haye decided,{ that though a | and taxed as other real estate. It isnot pretended that 
state law is an unwise and unjust exercise of legislative | there ever existed a common right of fishery in the citi- 
power—retrospective in its operation—passed in the | zens of the state, on or over the lands thus owned to 
exercise of a judicial function creating a contract be- | Jow water mark, beyond it the states since the treaty 
tween the parties to a pending suit where none exist-| are owners of the river in full sovereignty, to which no 
ed previous to the law—declaring a contract in exis- | one could acquire any right but by some law, or grant, 
tence prior to the law, founded on an immoral or illegal | subsequent to its acquisition, The existence of such 
consideration, to be valid and binding on the parties— | jaw or contract is not pretended, and it cannot be main- 
or divesting rights wh'ch were previously vested in one | tained asa legal proposition, that a mere permissive 


We may think the powers conferred by the constitu- | 


citizens of this state prior to the passage of the acts in” 


of the parties—are neither ex post facto, laws impairing | 
the obligation of contracts, or repugnant to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. 


All the decisions of the Federal Courts which have | 
declared state laws yoid,have been founded on their col- 
lision with the constitution, laws, or treaties, of the 
United States, or on the provisions of state constitu- 
tions, but not on the general principles asserted by the 
defendant’s counsel. Were this court now to adopt 
them, we should disregard the high authority referred | 
to, and submit state laws to a test as fallible and uncer- 
tain as all ruies must be which have not their source in | 
some certain and definite standard, which varies neither | 
with times, circumstances or opinions. An ex post fac- 





* 1 Story, 67. ' 
T Satterlee v. Matthewson, 2 Peters, 412-13-14. 


right of fishery is so solemn as to be incapable of re- 
straint or regulation by the sovereign authority of a 
state. We can perceive nothing in those laws but the 
exercise of their legitimate power of sovereignty over 
its unquestionable domain. The legislature, for rea- 
sons of policy of which they are the sole judges, author- 
ized the owners of those fisheries who have complied 
with the conditions prescribed in the law, to use gilling 
seines or drift nets in the Delaware, opposite to their 
respective fisheries, and to prohibit the use of such 
seines or‘ nets to all others, under such penalties as 


were thought sufficient to enforce its provisions, In 


thus enlarging the private, and restraining the common 
right of fishery, they have infringed no constitutional 
injunction; their acts are the law of the state; they ap- 
ply to the case under our consideration, and we are 
bound to adopt them as the rule of our decision, 





4 
4 
4 








Bx 


PAS Saini on schnmiewtiaet me 








we 
“ 





1835.) 





eS 





It is said, that the case of Arnold v. Mundy,* decided 
in the Supreme Court of this state, is in opposition to 
our opinion. We have carefully examined it, and find | 
that the plaintiff claimed under no law of the state, but 
by virtue of an East Jersey proprietary warrant, sur- 
veyed in 1818, on ground covered by water in front 
of his land. The only question before the court was, 
whether by virtue of such warrant and survey he had 
an exclusive right to catch oysters in the water over the 
ground so surveyed. [t was decided that he had not 

, such right, and could not maintain trespass against the 
; defendant, who claimed under common right. 
At the time of this decision, there was no law giving 
this exclusive right tothe plaintiff, or imposing any re- 
strictions on the defendant; the case depended on the 
common law of the state, and settled nothing more.— | 
The validity of no state law was in question before the 
court, that of 1822 had not been passed, there was 
therefore no connection between that case and this in | 
any one principle. If the court in pronouncing their | 
judgment, orany judge in delivering his opinion, had | 
declared by anticipation, that a law like the present | 
would be void,+ the declaration would in its nature be 
extrajudicial, and we could not consider it as a judicial 
exposition of an existing law. The court or the judge who 
gave it, would not be bound by such opinion when the 
validity of the law came before them judicially; still less 
could a court of the United States regard it as of any 
other authority than the opinion of learned and highly | 
respectable judgvus, on a case not beforethem. It is a | 
rule of the Supreme Court, from which it would depart | 
only under very peculiar circumstances, to adopt the 
decisions of state courts on the construction and validi- | 
ty of local statutes, and the exposition of local common | 
law, but they could not extend this rule to declarations | 
of courts or judges which were not authority even in 
the courts in which they were made. This court is au- | 
thoritively bound by the decision of the Supreme Court, | 
but it is only by such as are judicially made. The | 
opinion which would be given on a matter, which neither | 
was, nor could be, before them, would be entitled to | 
all possible respect, but would be no authority to con- 
trol our own. It cannot be expected of us to yield a} 
greater deference to what fell from any of the respect- | 
ed judges in the case of Arnold and Mundy, than to | 
similar expressions from one or more of the judges of | 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Judgment must be rendered for the plaintiff. 
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From the Philadelphia Gazette and Intelligencer. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
August 13, 1835, 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


The President submitted a communication from the | 
Board of Guardians of the Poor, notifying Councils of | 
the resignation of John U. Fraley, Esq. as a member | 
of that Board. 

Mr, Price presented a petition praying for a law to | 
prevent the hawking of meat about the streets, Refer- 
red to market committee. 

Mr. Wetherill a petition for repaving Tenth street, | 
from High to Mulberry. Referred to paving committee: | 
[A number of other petitions, of « character similar | 
" to those noticed under the head of Common Council, | 
were presented and referred. 

Mr. Lippincott offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a special committee of three mem.- | 
bers from each Council be appointed to procure a suita- | 
ble fire proof office for depositing the Records of the | 
City Regulators and Surveyors, and for the purpose of 


transacting the business incidental thereto. 


| 
| 
| 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


| each Council, 
| ton, Wright and Earp. Select Council concurred, and 
| appointed Messrs. McCreedy, Wiegand and Price. 
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The resolution was adopted. Committee Messrs, Lip- 
pincott, Wetherill, Weigand. Common Council non- 
concurred. 


—- 


COMMON COUNCIL. 


The President submitted two communications from 
the Board of Health, in relation to nuisances, Réferred 
to the committee on cleansing the city. 

The President presented a communication from Hor- 
ace Binney, Esq. accepting the invitation of Councils, 
to deliver an eulogium on the character of the late Chief 
Justice Marshall. 

On motion of Mr. Chandler, the communication was 
referred to a joint special committee, of three members 
of each Council, empowered to make all necessary ar- 
rangements. The President appointed Messrs. Chand- 
ler, Williams and Lamb. Select Council concurred, 
and appointed Messrs. McCreedy, Lippincott and We- 
therill. 

Mr. Rowland presented a petition for repaving the 
south side of High street, between Delaware Fourth 
and Fifth streets - 

Mr. Dunlap a remonstrance against the same. 

Mr. Wright a petition for paving Lybrand street. 

Mr. Wright, a petition fora culvert in Race street, 
from Second street to the river Delaware. 

Mr. Hutchinson a petition for paving Jones street, 
between Schuylkill 5th and 6th. Allof which were re- 
ferred to the paving committee. 

Mr. Yarnall presented a petition from citizens of New 
Jersey, interested in the laws relating to the sale of 
provision in the Philadelphia markets, praying for cer- 
tain alterations in the market ordinances, so as to afford 
them greater encouragement, 

Mr. Yarnall presented two petitions from citizens of 
Philadelphia, complaining of the exclusion from our 
markets, of certain venders of fresh beef, pork, lard, 
&c. from New Jersey, and praying that the market or- 
dinances in relation thereto may be altered. 

Messrs. Wright and Warner presented petitions of a 
similar import. Referred to the committee on markets. 

Dr. Huston presented a petition from the lessees of 
Chesnut street wharf, praying for certain improvements 
on the premises, and asking for the appointment of a 
committee of Councils to examine the wharf. Referred 
to a joint special committee of three members from 
The President appointed Messrs. Hus- 


. 


Mr. Gilder presented a petition for the erection of a 
market house in High west of Broad street. Referred 
to the committee on markets. 

Mr. Yarnal presented a petition from Enoch Eldridge, 
one of the city watchmen, praying for compensation for 
time lost while suspended from duty. Referred to 
committee on lighting and watching. 

Mr. Gilder from the paving committee, made the fol- 
lowing report, the resolutions and ordinances attached 
to which were taken up for consideration and passed, 
Select Council concurred. 


The Paving committee respectfully report: 


That they have attended to the petitions for paving 
and repaving submitted to them, and concluded ty re- 
commend the passage of the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the City Commissioners, under the 
direction of the paving committee be requested to pro- 
ceed to 

Pave Quarry street, from Bread street to Second 
street. 

Repave Mulberry sireet, from Front street to Second 
street. 

Repave Front street, from Mulberry street to High 
street. 

Repave Mulberry street, from Sixth street to Eighth 
street. 
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Repave Tenth street, from High street to Mulberry 
street, 

And that they be directed to notify the owners of 
property on Smith’s alley, running west of Eighth be- | 
low Vine street, to have the same paved within sixty 
days of such notice, 

That they also be directed to have stopped up the 
openings across Schuylkill Front street between High 
and Filbert streets, Schuylkill Second street between 
High and Filbert streets, Filbert street between Schuyl- | 
kill Second and Third streets, and Schuylkill Third 
street between Filbert and Mulberry streets. 

The committce would further recommend the pas- 
sage of the following ordinances, viz: 

An ordinance for constructing a sewer in Sassafras 
street from the west side of Second street to the river 
Telaware. 

An ordinance to alter and establish the regulation at 
the intersection of Eleventh and Sassafras street. 

An ordinance for the construction of a sewer in High 
street, from Ashton street to the river Schuy!tkill. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN - GILDER, 
RICHARD PRICE, 
JAMES ROWLAND, 
JAMES HUTCHINSON, 
JOHN WIEGAND, 
DENNIS McCREEDY, 


Dr. Huston from the committee on lighting and watch. | 


ing, made the following report, the resolutions attached 
to which were adopted. The ordinance was laid on the 
table. 


The committee on lighting and watching, to whom | 


the petition of the city watchmen was referred, asking 
for an increase of compensation, having duly considered 
the subject, recommend that an ordinance be passed, 
fixing their monthly wages at thirty dollars. 


The same committee likewise report, in the case of | 


Robert McCarroll, a watchman, who asks relief in con- 
sequence of the great expense and loss of time which 
he incurred, by a severe fit of illness, caused by expo- 
sure while on duty during the extreme cold weather 
of last winter, that in their opinion, the petitioner should 
be allowed forty dollars. 
August 13, 1835. 
R..M. HUSTON, 
B H. YARNALL, 
JAMES ROWLAND, 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 
JOHN P. WETIERILL. 


Resolved, That the Mayor be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized to draw a warr:nt on the City Treasurer in fa- 
vour of Kobert McCarroll for the sum of forty dollars, 
and charge the same to appropriation No. 5. 

A supplement to an ordinance entitled “unOrdinance 


for organizing the city watch, passed on the Sth day of | 


January, 1835.” 
Be it ordained, &c. That from and after the 


day of the compensation of each watch. | 


man shall be thirty dollars per month; and that so much 
of the 8th section of the ordinince to which this is a 
supplement, as is hereby altered and supplied, be and 
the same is hereby repealed. 

On motion of Mr. Gilder, it was 

Resolved, That the City Commiss.oners be directed 
to cause Chesnut street, between Broad and Schuylkill 
7th street to be repaved. Select Council concurred. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee of accounts, made a 
report on the accounts of the City Treasurer, and the 
Treasurer of Girard Trusts, and the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 


Councils met in joint meeting and elected John Price 
Wetherill, Esq. a member of the Board of Guardians 
of the Poor, in place of John U. Fraley, resigned, 
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THE RAIL ROAD TO NORRISTOWN 


It being out of our power to avail ourselves of the 
kind invitation of the company, to participate in the 


| opening of the road to Norristown, on Saturday last— 


we are indebted to a friend for the annexed article hav- 
ing reference to that occasion. 


This great object is at length effected;--this, in spite 


of the natural obstacles and impediments, and maugre 


all the predictions of feint hearts, and the distrusting 
surmises of the unbelieving—thanks to the energy and 


confidence of the untiring perseverance of the Presi- 


dent, Mr. Nevins, and his effective coadjutors and as- 


| Sistants. Trains of cars, drawn by two locomotives in 
two divisions, conveying two hundred invited guests, 


made their demonstration on Saturday, the 15th inst., 
from Philadelphia to Norristown, in the finest, gayest 


style imaginable. It was a noble triumph of art, to see 
| the iron fire-horses, belching volumes of smoke, speed- 


ing their airy-like things of life, through the mazes of 
the country, cheered along their route of seventeen 
miles, by the congregated and wondering and extolling 
inhabitants! It was a break upoa their long reign of 
seclusion and stillness which will make a record upon 
the tablet of their memories as long as they live. It was 
delig!itful to witness the grey headed papas and mam- 
mas of another age, beholding this new device of 
science, brought home to their own doors. It was 
/ something which none had ever preconceived as prac- 
| ticable; it was too, an earnest to their sons and daugh- 
ters, of what we are destined still more to accomplish 
in days tocome. Norristown is not only brought with- 
}in an hour’s ride from Philadelphia, but it is to be made 
the intermediate thoroughfare of all the great western, 
north-western, and northern routs! The time is not far 
| distant, when thousands are to be passengers by these 
, noble inland conveyances! 


It was a proud day for Norristown and our country, 
and cordially and sensibly the people every where 
seemed to appreciate it. Our rail roads, canals, and 
rising towns and improvements, inland, are the proper 
glory of our country. These are the things, which for- 
eign journalists and carping strangers should be taught 
, to consider and respect. If we have not all the minu- 
tia of courtly luxury for ornament, and the artificial 
_refinements of creative fancy—such as ‘‘finger glasses,” 
| which we may not want, we have all the substantials of 
_ happiness and comfort, better adapted to our notions of 
republican simplicity. All these, the productions of a 
new peop'e, who started in life’s career but yesterday! 
By the same people, who in less than half a century, 
hac begun wifheut carpeted floors, sideoards, sofas, 
cut glasses, and massive plate, within doors;—and with- 
| out coaches, curricles, standhopes, gigs, and other ve- 
| hicles, richly plated, and horses gorgeously caparis- 

oned, without doors. 


Such thouglts as these, must have possessed the 
| minds of many who surrounded the festive board at 
Norristown, where the rail road company spread a ban- 
quet under a great tent, to 350 guests upon the margin 
of the beautiful river Schuylkill. No wonder, that 
speeches and toasts, gave lively manifestations of such 
real causes of self-gratulation. Every man felt and knew 
that we should become a great and prosperous people 
| in spite of all ill nature and want of sympathy from for- 
| eign carpers. 

It ought to be better known, and oftener considered, 
that along the same line of country traced by the rail 
cars, was the route once projected by Robert Morris 
and his coadjutors for the first attempted canal in the 

| United States; and at Norristown, close by M’Creedy’s 

| great cotton manufactory, on the site of the present ca- 
nal, was struck the first spade in ‘our great national in- 
terns] improvements! They indeed failed for want of 
adequate general confidence an resources; and espe- 

, cia'ly because their enterprise washalf acentury ahead 
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of the age in which they dwelt! But here was the spot 
to locate and celebrate the beginning of what has since | 
surprised ourselves, and mace us the admiration or the | 
envy of the world. It was from this same neighborhood | 
that Mr. John Thomson went forth to construct a boat | 
—the White Fish—upoa Lake Ontario, and to bring her 
round to Philadelphia, through the natural water passes 

of the country, via Oswego, the Mohawk, the North 

River, and out to sea along our coast, and finally, to 

bring her up the Delaware to Philadelphia, and thence | 
to lay her *‘ high and dry” in our State-house yard; and | 


_to make a demonstration to President Washington and | 


the Congress then there, that the grand Erie canal, | 
since eflected, was a practicable enterprise. 
We have only room to say, that we now hope that | 
the public at large will not be backward in seconding | 
the labours of the company, by a generous and ready | 
patronage; by becoming frequent and general visitors | 
of this new passage into the rich cultivation of an ad- 
joining county. The scenery along the route is pre- 
eminently picturesque and beautiful—always coursing 
in sight of the meandering and graceful Schuylkill, 
passing along verdant banks and under deep embower- 
ing woodland shades. Ever and anon the scene is 
changed, by romantic cliffs and craggy rocks, or aspir- 
ing lofty hills, wooded to their summit in all the glory 
of primeval creation. In a word, it must be confessed by 
all, that the scenery is not equalled by any other range 
of country, to be found within a compass of one hun. | 
dred miles from Philedelphia! ‘The fare through to Nor- 
ristown, is only 374 cents! and but half this price to 
children. What parents would withhold such an en- | 
chanting visit to their children. It is worth dollars to | 
a true parental heart, ¢o see even the delight of their chil- | 
dren upon so instructive and grateful an occasion. It | 
ought to be used by whole classes of school children.— | 
Germantown Telegraph. 








From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 
COUNTY BOARD. 


July 25th, 1835+ | 
The Board met, on the requisition of the County 
Commissioners, to take into consideration the propriety | 
of authorising an additional loan, in anticipation of the 
taxes of 1835. The following gentlemen attended, but | 
not being a quorum, adjourned to mect on Monday, | 
17th August, at 10 A. M.; Mr. Baker, J. B. Smith, W. 
B. Reed, Peltz, Spackman, and T. S. Smith. 
August 17th, 1835, | 
The Board met, pursuant to.adjournment. Present 
Messrs. Baker, Burden, Toland, Miller, Mather, W. B. 
Reed, ‘I’. S. Smith, Spackman, Peltz, S. F. Reed, J. B. | 
Smith, and Lewellyn. A. Mller, Esq. was called to | 
the Chair, and T. S. Smith, appointed Secretary. 
Mr.W. B. Reedmoved that the Secretary in form the | 
County Commissioners that the Board is organised, and | 
ready to receive any communication from them, 
The County Commissioners submitted a statement, 
asking for a loan in anticipation of the taxes of 1835.— 
The amount of the proposed loan was estimated at | 
about $60,000. 


Mr. Peltz offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the County Commissioners be, and | 
they are hereby, authorised to borrow, from time to | 
time, such sum or sums of money as they may deem ne- | 
cessary to sustain the credit of the county: Provided, | 


} 


such sum or sums shall, at no time, exceed the sum of | 
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row, for the immediate and necessary use of the county, 
the sum of $30,000, at an interest of not more than 5 
per cent, per annum. Not agreed to; Yeas, Messrs. 
Burden, S. F. Read, Lewellyn—3. Mays, Messrs. Ba. 
ker, Toland, Miller, W. B. Reed, Mather, Peltz, T. s. 
Smith, Spackman, and J. B. Smith—9. 

Mr. Burden moved to postpone the consideration of 
the whole subject till Monday, 24th inst; not agreed to. 
Yeas, Messrs. Burden, Baker, Toland, S. F. Reed, Lew- 
ellyn, Peltz—6. Nays, Messrs. Miller, W. B. Reed, J. 
B. Smith, Spackman, Mather—6, 

Mr. W. B. Reed offered the following resolutions, 

Resolved, That a committee of two from the city and 
two from the ccunty be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to examine into the state of the county funds, with 
reference as well to actual disbursements as to future 
estimates, and to report to this Board at a meeting to be 
held on Friday next. 

Resolved, That the said committee have the full pow- 
er of this Board in conducting such examination, and 
be instructed to report the journal of their proceedings 
to this Board. 

These resolutions being under consideration, after an 
animated debate, in which Messrs. W. B. Reed, Baker, 
T. S, Smith, Toland, and J. B. Smith supported, and 
Messrs. Burden, Peltz,.and S, F. Reed opposed them, 
the Ayes and Noes were called by Mr. Burden and Mr. 
W. B. Reed. 

The following gentlemen then withdrew from the 
meeting—-Mr. Burden, Mr. Peltz, Mr. Lewellyn and 
Mr. S. F. Reed, and a quorum not remaining, the Board 
adjourned sine die. The gentlemen who remained till 
the adjournment were Messrs. Baker, Miller; Toland, 
J. B. Smith, Mather, W. B-. Reed, T. S. Smith, and 
Spackman, 


BOAT BUILDING. 


We are told, by some of our boat builders, that not 
less than one hundred keel boats will be built in the 
vicinity of the mouth of Beaver the present season!— 
The average price of these boats is about $450—mak- 
ing a gross sum of forty-five thousand dollars brought 
into this neighborhood, from this branch of business 
alone. There are about 150 hands engaged in these 
boat yards, who receive regular employment and liber- 
al wages; and we should suppose that about 1,500 souls 
directly and indirectly, depend on this business mainly 
for their support. Besides these, a very extensive bu- 


_ siness is doing this year at Freedom in the steam boat 


line. Some half a dozen of boats, most of them of the 
largest class, will be launched tiere this year; and a new 
yard has been established three miles up the river b 

Messrs. Baker & Snead. We are told that the boats 
sent to market from all these yards, will bring into the 
neighborhood this season not less than $100,000. From 
this, any person can judge of the importance of the 
boat building business in this county.— Beaver Argus, 





LYCEUM MEETING. 


At a meeting of citizens of the borough of York, 
desirous of forming a Lyceum, called by a committee 
previously appointed to drafta Constitution, held in the 
Court House, on Wednesday evening, the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1835, Calvin Mason, Esq. was called to the chair, 
and Thomas E. Cochran, appointed Secretary, 


On motion, the committee appointed to prepare a 
plan of a Constitution for the contemplated Lyceum, 


——— dollars. Not agreed to; Yeas, Messrs. Burden, | made a report through Mr, Joseph Garretson, their 


Peltz, S. F. Read, and Lewellyn—4. Nays, Messrs. 
Baker, Toland, Miller, Mather, W. B. Reed, T. 8, 
Smith, Spackman, J. B. Smith—8s. 
Mr, S. F. Reed offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, ‘That the Commissioners of the County of 
Philadelphia be, and they are hereby authorised to bor- 





chairman. 
The report was read, considered by sections, amend- 
ed, and adopted. ; 
On motion, it was Resolved, ‘hat delegates be ap- 
pointed by this meeting to attend the education conyen- 
tion, at West Chester. 
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Dr. John F. Fischer, Calvin Mason, Esq, and Mr. | 
David B. Prince, were duly elected delegates. 

On motion, Resolved, That when this meeting ad- | 
journ, it adjourn to meet on Saturday evening, the 22d | 
inst.—and that these proceedings be published in the | 
papers of this borough. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

CALVIN MASON, President. 


Tuomas E, Cocaray, Secretary, 


i 


CONSTITUTION OF THE “YORK COUNTY LY-) 
CEUM.” 


The undersigned being convinced that the cultivation | 
ef the human intellect, and the improvement of our 
moral condition are objects of paramount duty, and be- 
lieving that voluntary associations for mutual instruction 
are admirably adapted for the diffusion of knowledge, | 
and by animating our sympathies, exciting a laudable | 
ambition for excellence, and enlarging the circle of our | 
social duties, qualify us in a higher degree for the more 
important purposes of life, to promote these objects, to 
give them effect and for our better government, do or- | 
dain and establish the following as our Constitution. 

Article Ist. This association shall be denominated, 
“The York County Lyceum.’’ 

Art. 2. Sec. 1. The design and objects of this socie- 
ty are the acquisition and dissemination of knowledge; 
the encouragement of arts and sciences and the promo- 
tion of literature; to the attainment of which a library 
shall be established, philosophical, chemical and astro- 
nomical apparatus procured, together with such build- | 
ing and appurtenances as may be found necessary, tlie 
use and application of which shall be hereafter designa- | 
ted by the bye-laws of the society. 

Sec. 2. The further exercises of the society shall 
consist of lectures upon scientific and literary subjects 
of the discussion of such question as may from time to | 
time be proposed in the manner hereafter specified, | 
criticism, composition by the reading or recitation of 
original essays, poems and such other literary produc- 
tions as may tend to render the exercises of the institu- | 
tion as useful and interesting as possible. 

Art. 3. Sec. 1. The officers of this society shall con 
sist of a President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian; | 
there shall also-be a board of five managers to assist in 
conducting the affairs of the institution. 

Sec. 2. The officers and managers shall be elected 
annually by ballot on first Monday in January, in each 
and every year alter the present year and on the se- 
cond Saturday next after the adoption of this constitu- 
tion, and in each and every case the member receiving | 
the highest number of votes to be considered duly elect- 


Art. 4. The President shall preside at all meetings of 
the society and preserve order, decorum and regularity 
therein, he shall at all times be entitled to speak on | 
points of order, and shall decide thereon, subject how- | 
ever to an appeal by any two members conjointly, to) 
the society, in which case a majority of the votes pre- | 
sent shall be the final decision, and he shall perform all | 
other duties clearly implied as appertaining to his office. 

Art. 5. In the absence of the President, the Vice 
President shall perform all the duties that devolve upon 
the President; and in the event of both these officers | 
being absent, the members shall appoint a President | 

ro tempore. 

Art. 6. The Recording Secretary shall fairly and faith- | 
fully record all the proceedings of the society ina book | 
to be provided for that purpose by the same, he shall | 
file in regular order all lectures, essays and original pa- | 
pers entrusted to his custody and kecp the same in the | 
archives of the institution, and in general shall perform | 
all the duties appertaining: to his office as a faithful exe- | 
cution thereof requires. | 















Art. 7- The corresponding secretary shall in the 
name and on behalf of the society, correspond with any 
other literary or scientific institution or individual, eith- 
er in the United States or elsewhere upon the subjects 
of literature or science in general, he shall keep a full 
and fair copy record of all letters transmitted by him, 
file all letters received, and exhibit the same quarterly 
or oftener if required to the society. 

Art. 8. The Treasurer shall receive and safely kee 
all the funds of the institution, not especially invested, 
subject at all times to the orders of the Board of Mana- 
gers; he shall keep a regular account of all receipts and 
disbursements, and his entire account shall at all times 


| be open to the inspection of any officer or member of 


the association. 
Art. 9, [t shall be the duty of the Librarian carefully 
to keep all books belonging to the society, arrange them 


_in alphabetical order, number, and label each with the 


name of the society; toreccive all contributions of 
books, and such other articles as may be presented to 
the society, and to keep a record of all books drawn 


out of the library from time to time. 


Art. 10. The managers shall have power to fill up 
any vacancies that may occur in their body during the 
year, the same to be submitted to the society at the next 
meeting thereafter for confirmation or rejection as the 


, case may be, they shall have power to employ, compen- 


sate, or dismiss at pleasure any person necessary to be 
emyloyed in the service of the institution, and the re- 
commendation of a majority of their board shall be ob- 
tained by all persons wishing to become members.— 


_ Candidates for honorary membership must also be re- 
_commeuded by the board of managers, they shall also 


regulate the time and place for holding meetings of the 
society, and shall have power to call special meetings 
whenever they may think proper, and all questions for 
discusssion must be introduced into the society through 
the board of managers. 

Art. 11. Any person wishing to become a member of 
this society must pay into the treasury one dollar, and 
affix his name to this constitution, and any person wish- 
ing to become a member after the society is organized, 
shall make application to the board of managers, and 


after being approved by them and paying one dollar as 


above, shall be entitled to membership. 

Art. 12. The concurrence of two thirds of the mem- 
bers of the society present shall be sufficient to adopt 
Bye-Laws, Rules and Regulations, or ordinances, for the 


further government of the same, and any order of the 
_ society so established shall be binding on each member 


thereof, and any member neglecting or refusing to 
abide thereby or by this constitution shall be liable to 
expulsion. 

Art. 13. Ten members shall constitute a quorum to 
transact business. 

Art. 14. This Constitution may be amended by two- 
thirds of the members present, provided the amendment 
be submitted in writing at the second meeting previous 
to action being had upon it.— York Republican. 





PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO CANAL, 


The first letting for the execution of about 18 miles 
of the Eastern division of this important work,took place 


_at New Castle, on the 10th inst., under the most flatter- 
| ing prospects. 


It was supposed that about 400 persons, including 


| many of the most efficient contractors on the New York, 


Pennsylvania, and Ohio canals, were present and enter- 
ecl into a spirited competition for portions of the work, 


Thirteen miles of the proposed canal, from the point 
of its intersection with the Beaver division of the Penn- 
sylvania Canal, were divided into 25 sections, and in- 
cluded the aqueduct across the Shenango, the dam 
across the Mahoning, in Poland, Ohio, six locks and 
eight culverts, and were all taken by good and respon- 


stint Baie iintae 


; 
7} 
: 















stat ace sth Age Fae 


pee HE» 




















































1835.) PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 137 











eg re ee 











sible companies at an aggregate cost of $117,500. These | pective Fire Companies to petition Councils to alter the 
contracts include the entire line in the state of Pennsyl-| present mode of distributing the annual appropriation 
vania, and extend about three miles into Ohio, and will] among the Fire and Hose Companies of the city, re- 
be seen to fall short of the estimate of that portion of| spectfully represent, 
the line heretofore published, and also lessens the sup That the unequal mode of distribution adopted by 
posed distance to Pittsburgh about two miles, by uniting | Councils, makes unjust and unfair distinctions — 
with the Beaver division about 24 miles below New |the different Fire and Hose Companies, whose time and 
Castle. whose means are equally devoted to the promotion of 
Allowing a reasonable sum for bridges and other small | the public good. The disparity in the annual expendi- 
items for extra jobs, not foreseen, it may be well sup-j| tures of the different Fire and Hose Companies is tri- 
posed that about $10,000 per mile will complete this| fling, and the cost!y and more extensive apparatus of 
section for use. ' |some companies ought not to entitle them to receive a 
The work is already commenced, and the contracts | larger sum than their less fortunate brethren whose diss 
are all to be compieted by the Ist of September, 1836, | position to procure the most efficient apparatus is limit- 
at which time it is contemplated the line will be ¢om-| ed solely by their inability. They feel on this account 
plete up as far as Youngstown or Warren, and put into] that they have the strongest claims upon your liberality, 
immediate operation. A great majority of the contrac-| believing that zeal and activity in the performance of 
tors who were disappointed in obtaining contracts have | their duties as firemen should alone be made the rule 
already repaired to Ravenna, where another letting !s to| by which the distribution should be made. Placing all 
be offered on Monday the 17th instant, to include about | who are in active service upon the same ground, and 
the same distance, and a greater amount of work.—-| abolishing the distinctions that have been made among 
These two divisions embrace the most expensive por-| them, would remove all cause of rivalry ant jealousy, 
tions of the line, and will afford safe data to estimate | and excite a spirit of emulation in the prompt and effi- 
the probable expense of the balance of the line. Should| cient discharge of their arduous duties and promote 
the project of washing down the deep cut at the sum-| feelings of harmony and good will throughout the fire 
mit succeed, according to the exnectations of the engi-| department. The present is an opportune moment for 
neer, a large sum will be saved in the estimated expense | the investigation of this subject, as some change must 
of that part of the route and probably enable the com-| necessarily be made in the apportionment, in conse- 
pany to complete the canal in two seasens. quence of the formation of a new Hose Company dur- 
Examinations have been made by sinking wells to|ing the past year. Relyingy with confidence upon the 
the bottonr of the canal line at several points on the| belief that an examination into this matter will show 
summit, and in no instance has any stone or rock been| you the justice and propriety of the request, we beg 
discovered to impede the proposed plan of turning the| your attention to it as early as your other important 
whole volume of the break neck acrossthe summit ridge, | avocations will permit, and are yours, &c, respectfully. 


where it will have a fall of from 20 to 40 feet, to carry Delegates from the Vigilant Fire Company—Geo. W. 
away the earth, and deposite it in the ravine below. Tryon, Eb. Mustin, Robert T. Fry. 


The contracts already made for a portion of the line, Good Will FireCo.—T. Paulding, Sam. Overn, H. Es 
which had always been supposed to present greater dif-| saulnier. 
ficulties than the average of the whole, and including Delaware Fire Co.—Horatio G. Rowley, Robert P. 
an average amount of lockage, would seem to warrant | James, Charles C. Coit. 
the belief that the whole line will fall below rather than Harmony Fire Co.—Emmor Kimber, Jr., Thomas 
exceed the estimates, and that the whole work will be Savery, Isaac Lloyd, Jr. 


speedily executed. It is supposed that the line willbe} Reliance Fire Co.—John F- Schell, Joel Bates, John 
located as far as Warren within a short time, and put|s, Johnson. 








under contract.— Warren (O.) News Letter. Columbia Fire Co.—Daniel Knight, Chalkley Baker, 
Wm, Cressman. 
From the Philadelphia Gazette. , ae a Fire Co.—Fredk. Forst, W. W. Weeks, 
3 2 a ont ar e s 
PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCILS. Hibernia Fire Co.—Geo. McDonald, Sam. J. Pick- 


August 20, 1835, | ands, Robert Tempest. : 
7 ” Assistance Fire Co,—Sylvestet Green, A. F. Cox. 
SELECT COUNCIL, 


Mr. Wright presented a petition from Marmaduke 

Mr. Price presented a petition from Thomas Downing, | Myers, one of the city watch, praying for compensation 
watchman at the State House, praying for an advance | during the period of his late suspension from duty. Re- 
in his salary. Referred to the committee on City Hall| ferred to the committee on lighting and watching. 


and State House. ; ; : Mr. Harrison presented a petition for paving Schuyl- 
Mr. Weigand from the special committee appointed | «j]] Seventh between Locust and Pine streets. Referred 
to offer the hospitalities of the city to a committee of | to the paving committee. 
the Councils of Baltimore, made a report on that sub-| yr. Wright presented a petition from Sarah Reed, 
ject, with a resolution that the committee be discharged, | widow of Samuel Reed, late tax collector, praying for 
which was agreed to. : f a mitigation in the claim of the city againstsaid Samuel 
Mr, Price, from the committee on Schuylkill wharves, | jjeed’s estate. Referred to the finance committee. 
made a report, with an ordinance providing for the| fr, Yarnall from the committee on markets made a 
construction of a wharf at Pine street, on Schuylkill.—| fayorable report on the petitions for a new market 
The ordinance was read three times and passed. Com-| house in High street. west of Broad, with an ordinance 
mon Council concurred. providing for the erection of the same. Laid on the 
table. 
COMMON COUNCIL. Mr. Fraley, from the special committee on the sub- 


ject of city expenditures, made a long 1eport, which 
Mr. Yarnall presented the following petition, which a culennd a printed. . 





was referred to the committee on Fire Companies. Mr. Gilder, from the paving committee, reported, a 
To the Select and Common Couneils of the City of Phila- resolution requiring the City Commissioners to pave Ly- 
delphia brand street, and the south side of High street, from 


Delaware 4th to Sth streets, which was taken up. for 
Gistasake— consideration and agreed to. Select Council concur- 


The undersignec delegates appointed by their res-| red. 
Vor. XVI. 18 
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TOWN MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA. 
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Dr. Huston offered two resolutions, authorising the 
Mayor to accept the services of citizens, to aid in the 
preservation of the public peace, in case it should be 
endangered. The phraseology of the resolutions being 
objected to, the following was offered by Mr. Fraley, 
and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Mayor of the City and the Com- 
mittee on Lighting and Watching, be, and they are 
hereby authorised, when they may deem it necessary, 
to take such measures as will effectually secure the 
peace of the city, in case the same shall be endangered, 
and that the expense incurred for that purpose shall be 
charged to appropriation No. 5, and be paid on the re- 
quisition of the committee on lighting and watching. 

Select Council concurred. 

The ordinance from Select Council, authorising the 
sale of certain real estate in the N. Liberties, bequeath- 
ed the city by the late James Wills, was taken up for 
consideration, on motion of Mr. Chandler, and agreed 
to. 





From the United States Gazette. 
TOWN MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA. 


At a large meeting of the citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, convened according to public 
notice at the Musical Fund Hall, Aug. 24th, 

The meeting was called to order by W. C. Patterson, 
Esq. Chairman of the Committee of Superintendence, 
who nominated Alderman M’MICHAEL as President— 
the nomination was unanimously confirmed. 

The following gentlemen were appointed 


VICE PRESIDENTS. 
George W. Toland, Peter Fritz, 
D. S. Hassinger, James Hanna, < 
F. J, Harper, George H. Martin, 
James Goodman, Robert Morris, 
John R. Walker, Hugh Elliott, 
Miles N. Carpenter, Edmund Green, 
Oliver Fuller, Jr. Joseph Worrell, Jr. 
Joseph M. Thomas, Edward W. Warner, 
Alex. S. Freeman, John W. Horner. 


SECRETARIES. 
J. E. Negus, J. S. Pringle, P. R. Freas, George H. 


| 
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Resolved, That we distinctly disclaim any and al! 
right to interfere directly or indirectly with the subject 
of Slavery in the Southern States; and that any action 
upon it by us would be a bold violation of the Constitu- 
tion and a presumptuous infraction of the rights of the 
South. : 

Resolved. That were it our unquestioned right to 
participate in the regulation of Slavery at the South, 
convinced of the justice and liberality of our Southern 
brethren, and believing that their practical acquaintance 
with and deep interest in the subject, peculiarly quali- 
fy them to determine que.tions arising from it, we would 
without fear or hesitation, commit it to their wisdom, 
justice and humanity. 

Resolved, That we regard the Union of this Coun- 
try as inseparable from its freedom, greatness and 
glory; that we consider no sacrifice too great to main- 
tain it, and shrink, with horror, from all that is calcu- 
lated in the most remote degree to endanger or impair 
it. 

Resolved, That the course of the Abolitionists, by 
exciting the prejudices of the people of the South 
against the communities from which they are assailed, 
menaces the peace and permanence of this Union. 

Resolved, That, asthe People of the South alone, 
have the power to emancipate their slaves, the irrita- 
ting policy of the incendiaries renders that happy re- 
sult more remote and difficult of attainment, and rivets, 
perhaps forever, those chains which they affect a desire 
to break. 


Resolved, That the interference of the Abolitionists 
with the slavery of the South, must inevitably multiply 
at once the dangers and suspicions of the masters, and 
render necessary a heightened degree of vigilance and 
security, thus heaping additional restraints upon the 
bondman, and increasing the afflictions of the object of 
their misguided efforts. 


Resolved, That we regard the dissemination of incen- 
diary publications throughout the slave-holding States 
with indignation and hrerror; that measures so directly 
calculated to involve results at which humanity shud- 
ders, cannot fail to meet the hearty and indignant rep- 
robation of the benevolent and patriotic, and that effi- 
cient, but legal and moderate measures should be 


Hart, Geo. W. Fairman, John M. Kennedy, and Thos. | sdopted to suppress an evil at once so dangerous and 


C. Clarke. 


Alderman McMichael opened the meeting in a brief 


and appropriate address. 

He was followed by Robt. T. Conrad, Esq. Chairman 
of the Committee on Resolutions, Jesse R. Burden, Esq. 
and the Hon. J. R. Ingersoll, after which the vote was 
taken, and the resolutions as annexed were adopted, 
without a dissenting voice. 

Whereas, The indiscreet and improper interference 
of certain individuals of the North, with the domestic 
relations of the slave-holding States of the South, hav- 
ing endangered the peace of our fellow citizens of that 
section of our common country, and excited apprehen- 
sions and prejudices injurious to the Union; and where- 
as, the citizens of the South having appealed to the 
non-slave-holding States, to manifest their disapproba- 
tion of the measures referred to, and to rescue them 
from the incendiary efforts of those who make our ter- 
ritory the seat of a warfare upon the domestic institu- 
tions of the South; Therefore, 

Resolved, That we respond to the call of our breth- 
ren of the South, that we ave their brethren, and.as such, 
sympathize in their dangers and wrongs, and view with 

t and indignation the incendiary measures which 
have disturbed their tranquillity. 

Resolved, That we consider the course of the Aboli- 
tionists in organizing societies, maintaining agents, and 
disseminating publications intended to operate upon the 
institutions of the South, as unwise, dangerons, and de- 
serving the emphatic reprehension and zealous opposi- 
tron of every friend of peace and of the country. 


j 


i 


disgraceful. 


Resolved, That the obnoxious measures of the Aboli- 
tionists having produced great and general excitement at 
the North, have already disturbed the peace of our 
cities, and threaten consequences still more extended 
and deplorable. 


Resolved, That the efforts of foreign emissaries, paid 
with foreign money, and sent into the country to assail 
our institutions, malign our patriots, excite our people 
and distract our country, are regarded by all who cher- 
ish American pride and patriotism with distrust and 
contempt. 


Resolved, That should the colored population of the 
South, excited by the causes referred to, or by any 
other, unhappily revolt against the laws and the lives of 
our southern brethren, (which Heaven in its mercy 
avert,) the young men of the North are prepared to 
meet the danger, shoulder to shoulder, with the people 
of the Seuth, and prove by the ready sacrifice of their 
blood, their devotion to the peace and the rights of alt 
parts of our beloved Union. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, to enact at the next session, such provi- 
sions a8 will protect our fellow citizens of the South 
from incendiary movements within our borders, should 
any such hereafter be made. 

Resolved, That the North is sound to the core on the 
subject of slavery; that the mass of the people of the 
non-slave-holding states, neither claim or desire a right 
to interfere with the institutions ef the South, and re- 
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gard with decided and marked disapprobation, the prin- 
ciples and measures of the abolition:sts. 

Resolved, That we confidently believe the number 
and influence of those in this state, who are disposed 
to agitate the subject of slavery in the south, are ex- 
tremely limited; and that the individuals in this city 
who are recognized as abolitionists, are, for the most 
part, wholly disinclined to any and all measures which 
may tend to excite or endanger the south. 

Resolved, That we have reason to believe, that there 
is no abolition press or publication in this city, and that 


‘nO incendiary measures have been adopted or sanction- 


ed by the friends of emancipation in this state. 

Resolved, That we regard those who, under the pre- 
tence of putting down abolition, have violated the laws, 
and disturbed the peace of the community, as the most 
efficient auxiliaries of the cause they affect to oppose; 
that the young men of Philadelphia, opposed to the 
measures of the abolitionists, pledge themselves on the 
first symptom of disturbance, to lend their hearty and 
determined aid to arrest and secure the legal punish- 
ment of these who degrade their cause by violence and 
outrage. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed 
to act as a committee of correspondence, to publish the 
proceedings of this meeting in the papers of this city, 
and procure their disse mination in the south. 

A resolution was offered by Alderman Binns, and 
referred to the committee on resolutions. 

The Chairman appointed the following gentlemen, 
under the last resulution— 

Committee of Correspondence. 
Robert T. Conrad, Geo. W. Toland, 
Robert Morris, James Goodman, 
Louis A. Godey, Charles Naylor, 
John H. Fiick, Joseph C. Neal. 

On motion, adjourned. 

MORTON M’MICHAEL, Chairman, 
George W, Toland, Peter Fritz, 
D. S. Hassinger, James Hanna, 
F. J. Harper, George H. Martin, 
James Goodman, Robert Morris, 
John R. Walker, Hugh Elliott, 
Miles N. Carpenter, Edmund Green, 
Oliver Fuller, Jr. Joseph Worrell, Jr. 
Joseph M. Thomas, Edward W. Warner, 
Alex. S. Freeman, John W. Horner, 

Vice Presidents. 


J. E. Negus, George W. Fairman, 
J. S. Pringle, Jno, M. Kennedy, 
P. R. Freas, Thos. C, Clark, 


George H Hart, Secretaries. 


From the Inquirer. 


A DISCLOSURE—INCENDIARY: PUBLICATIONS 
DESTROYED. 


We learn that shortly after the arrival of the steam- 
boat, bringing the newspaper mails of yesterday morn- 
ing, (Aug. 25,) and while the labourers (white and co- 
loured) were engaged in moving the various bundles, 
bales and packages, received at the same time and by 
the same conveyance as the mail, a large wooden box, 


apparently filled withdry goods, and directed to a re- | 


spectable individual of this city, was accidentally forced 
open, when it was found to be filled with incendiary 
pamphlets and newspapers, such as the ‘‘ Lrsenator,”’ 
Homan Riears,” and the Staye’s Frienn,” carefully 
put up in packages, and directed to persons in Georgia, 
North and South Carolina, Missouri, Alabama, Illinois, 
and other slave states, and to the District of Columbia. 
We cannot, in terms too strong, express our disapproba- 
tuon—our horror at this proceeding, and especially at 
this particular time. It should be remembered, that the 


transmission of _bewspapers and pamphlets in the man- 
ner described, is a gross and daring violation of the laws 

















































in relation to the U. S. mail; and when we recollect 
the excitement so recently produced in Charleston, by 
a proceeding of a similar character—and when we also 
recollect that the whole country-is in a state of agitation 
and apprehension, in consequence of the recent move- 
ments of the fanatics, this last mad act cannot be viewed 
with other feelings than these of the strongest indigna- 
tion, 

We have now in our possession several of the papers 
and pamphlets thus surreptitiously forwarded to -this 
city. They are of the most incendiary and inflamma- 
tory character, some of them being embellished with 
cuts of various kinds, calculated to excite and-inflame 
the mind of the slave,—and to poison his already embit- 
tered feelings against his master. 

As soon as the facts above stated became known, a 
few of our most respectable citizens assembled together, 
and submitted the question of ** What shall be done to 
save the city from the consequences of an excitement 
which this affair is likely to produce?” It was immedi- 
ately determined to wait upon the gentleman to whom 
the aforesaid box was directed, to explain to him the 
delicate situation which he occupied in relation to the 
matter, and to recommend to him the propriety of ma- 
king such declarations for the public eye as should ex- 
onerate him from all agency or participation in this very 
culpable affair. A committee consisting of Thomas L, 
McKenay, R. T. Conrad, Morris Mattson, A. G, Wa- 
terman and John C. Martin, Esqrs., was appointed,and 
immediately proceeded to the discharge of the duty as- 
signed them, They stated that they had called for the 
purpose of making known to him the facts as above de- 
tailed, with a view of obtaining his disclaimer of any 
agency in this affair, and of thus allaying public ex- 
citement, which it was apprehended might be produced 
against him. ee : 

He very promptly gave the disclaimer in the follow- 
ing letter, adding emphatically that he never had, in 
the slightest manner, sanctioned any interference with 
the Slave question of the Southern States, believing it 
improper to doso. Mr. Scott conducted himself through- 
out, in the most satisfactory manner, and evinced a 
spirit highly commendable. His letter is subjoined:— 


‘* Purtapetpaia, Aygust 25, 1835, 


Gentlemen,—I am informed that a box arrived this 
morning in the fine of steamboats from New York, di- 
rected to me, containing various papers—the Liberator, 
Human Rights, the Slave’s Friend, &c, directed to va- 
rious persons residing in several of the Slaveholding 
States, and in the District of Columbia. This is to cer- 
\ify that I have no knowledge of such bux, fui:her than 
you have reported to me, or of ils contents; and have 
had no agency, direct or indirect, in having it directed 
to me; and moreover, I declare, if said box had reached 
me, | should have considered it my duty, in the pre- | 
sent state of public excitement on the subject, to have 
returned its contents, I hereby surrender to the city 
of Philadelphia, all the right and claim I may have to 
said box and its contents, so far as that nent and that 
claim arises from its being directed to me, tq be dispos- 
sed ofin such manner as may be deemed most expe- 
dient. 

I am, respectfully, &c. 
WM. H. SCOTT. 


Col, T. L. M’Kenny, Robert T. Conrad, Morris Matt- 
son, A. G, Waterman, John C, Martin.’ 


The box being thus surrendered, about a hundred 
of our most respectable citizens repaired to the Trans- 
portation Office, when Mr. Hill, the Agent, prompt- 
ly complied with their request. A vote was then ta- 
ken as to the best mode of disposing of the box, with a 
view to allay the excitement, which was rapidly increas- 
ing. It was decided that it should be taken into the 
middle of the Delaware, and there, with its contents 
destroyed. This resolution was fully carried into effect, 
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The bex was taken on board a steamboat,—the con- | the cost including engines, is said to be $3,500,000.— 
tents, consisting of at least two thousand of the news- | Its greatest altitude above the tide waters of the Dela- 
papers described above, were taken out, torn into ten | ware is 555 feet. We now left the rails for a more 
thousand pieces, and scattered upon the waters. The | tranqui) mode of conveyance, It wasa great, yet an 
whole affair was conducted in a spirit which exhibited | agreeable change; for to a traveller, you know, almost 
a fixed purpose to resist every thing like the circula- | any change is agreeable. We had been under great 
tion of incendiarizm of any description, and at the same) exhilaration, we bad now time to cool down and pre- 
time to avoid allimproper excitement among ourselves. | pare for sleep. ° * ° 
We believe that the course pursued was the proper| The canal commencing at Columbia, follows the Sus- 
course under the circumstances, and we know that it) quehanna to its junction with the Juniata,and ascends in 
was adopted with a view to the peace and the quict of the direction of the latter stream towards its source.— 
the City, and the security of the gentleman whose mis-| The most important town it passesis Harrisburg. * 
fortune it was to have, without his sanction, such a, ® We soon left the Susquehanna, and entered 
quantity of incendiary matter directed to him. We) the less imposing, but even more beautiful Juniata. At 
need only add, that Philadelphia is perfectly tranquil, , their junction the scene is highly attractive. ° 
and is likely to continue so. : The Pennsylvania canal pursues mostly the north 
| bank of the Juniata, It crosses it however, nine or ten 
times, and once*by means of a rope ferry and machine- 
From the New Yorker. ry. The banks of this river present every variety of 
PENNSYLVANIA IMPROVEMENTS. |scenery. There are cultivated fields coming down to 


j | its brink, showing on their fine slope the green m: adow 
A gentleman who travelled recently from Philadel-) and the promise of a rich barvest. ‘Then will suddenly 


phia to Pittsburg by the main line of the Internal Im- | burst upon you the tall precipice overhanging the 
provements of the Key-stone State has communicated \stream, and apparently ready to fall, producing that 
some notes of his journey to Poulson’s Daily Adver-| shuddering, yet delightful sensat’on experienced amid 
tiser. We publish so much of them as is necessary tO the stearn features of God's works. Now would come 
convey an idea of the character and route of those in view the conical hill, clothed to the very summit 
great works, of which we have not hitherto observed | with soft foiluge, and now the deep dark gap where 
even a meagre delineation. We take pride in present- 


r : : | the river seemed to struggle for egress. The Juniata I 
ing such evidences of the enterprise of our sister State, | pronounce one of the most beautiful streams I ever be- 
and in the reffection that the same blue sky is over us, | held, All my companions united in the same decision. 


the same broad ocean laves our shores, the same sr'o-| Amid the solitude and sublimity of the scene, our boat- 
rious Union encircles us in all its protecting folds, and | men, perched upon the stern of the packet, played two 
that we can proudly say, in view of the mighty works | Kent bugles, whose notes swelled along the river and 
of improvement now progressing over the whole face | were echoed by the hills, and one might fancy himself 
of our country—*‘ This is our own, our native land!” | jn the regions of a fairy creation. 

. > . . We left Philadelphia by the rail ‘The length of this canal is 172 miles, having 18 dams, 
road, and were carried along ata good pace on the bank | 33 aqueducts and 111 locks. It terminates at Holli- 
of the Schuylkill, which we crossed by a splendid via- | daysburg, a few miles from the base of the Allegheny 
duct which is 1045 feet long,41 wide and 30 feet above ; mountains. Now comesthe Allegheny and Portage 
the surface of the water.— Then comes the first inclin- | Rail road, that crowning work of this enterprising State. 
ed plane, the length of which is 2805 fect. The horses | Were we not tired of the canal? No; for such were the 
being detached, we ascended by 4 stationary power.— | superiority of our accommodations, and the social spirit 
The sensation, while rising by this process, cannot be | of our party, and above all, such the rich variety of the 
described. It is fearful, yet exhilarating.—You shrink | scenery, that never was time known to pass off more 
from it, yet you love it. There is something unspeax- | pleasantly. Canal travelling on this may be diversified 
ably grand in the operation. Awaiting our arrival at! by a walk along the bank, or even a short ramble to 
the top stood the locomotive, spitting off its steam an adjacent hill where wild flowers grow in abundance. 
spitefully as if vexed at our long delay. It was likea Still we are glad of the opportunity to resume our fa- 
spirited steed champing the bit, and impatient to be | yorite mode of conveyance. 

ne. ‘We were soon under its control; and giving a} The sun was about setting when we arrived at Hol- 
w rapid puffs, it bore us onward in a majestic line lidaysburg. It is usual for passengers to spend the 
with accelerated velocity, until our speed was absolute- | night there, and ascend the mountains by daylight.— 


ly bedizzening. Who that knows the delights of regu-| But we were for proceeding. When we made known 
Jar and rapid motion, can fail to attest the pleasure of | our wishes to the agent, he declared it impossible to 
this unequalled mode of travelling! It verily puts the go on, as the fires of the stationary powers had gone 
most surly intoa happy mood, and taciturn lips are | 


. down, and a passage up the mountain at night was a 
open in cheerful accents here. Such was the effect | perilous undertaking. A council was calkd. Some 


upon our Company, and never was there a travelling | were for proceeding, and some strongly remonstrated. 
y more agreeably consorted. The bold, and pethaps I ought to call it, the reckless 
The principal part of the Rail road lies in Lancaster policy prevailed. The agent, seeing our anxiety to go, 
county, the garden spet of Pennsylvania; so that while | at length seconded our wishes, by sending an express 
we had social pleasure within, we had the richest sce-| ahead to have fires re-kindled, and all things in readi- 
nery without. But you will wonder how we could view | ness. And now just at night, the Alleghenies full in 
it, whirled along at this tremendons rate? The answer view, we were again on the track rolling toward our 
is, that although at such speed, near objects cannot be | destination, 
seen with any degree of satisfaction, the rapidity hin- | We had just started when the ery was raised, ‘A 
ders not the view of the more distant landscape, The | car, a Car is coming!” and sure enough, moving down 
country is highly cultivated, and presents a rolling sur- | Upon us with threatening speed was a train of cars hea- 
face of grain and meadow, interspersed with fine forest | vily laden with iron. Had we come in contact, they 
trees. The farm houses are in appearance substantial, | would have crushed us in a moment, but we were ex- 


rather than attractive. There are indications on every | pert enough to reach aturn-out place in time to avoid 
hand of thrift and opulence. 


he dol j j them. Again we started, but another mishap was ex- 
Vhe rail road enters the tewn of Columbia on the | perienced. One of our horses halted, and plunging off 


Susquehanna, by a descent on an inclined plane of 1720 | a declivity broke the tongue of the forward car, and 
feet. It here joins the main division of the Pennsylva-| gave a shock to the whole company. Here, it was 
nia canal. The length of the rail rad is 81 mi'es, and | thought, was evidence that we ought to turn back; but 
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the bolder policy still prevailed. The agent had gone 
on to re-kindle the fires, and now we must go forward; 
so forward we went, and nothing further occurred to 
hinder us. It was after dark when we arrived at the 
first inclined plane. As we neared the mountains,their 
lofty precipices were dimly visible and terrifically 
grand. It wasa moment of intense interest to us all; 
the scene was new; the ascent by night, formidable. — 
Many were the inquiries, ‘* Is it possible; is it safe?””— 
But there was no retreat. The cars were fastened,and 
by a signal at the foot of the plane, (the waving of a 
lantern, ) the light at the top was extinguished, and we 
began slowly to ascend. Our upward movement in- 
creased as we proceeded. We hung on the steep plane 
by a single rope, and every heart seemed to tremble at 
the possibility of its rupture. On each side, and within 
two or three feet of the rail, were precipices just dis- 
ernable .by the faint starlight, while over our heads 
frowned the gigantic pillars of the Alleghenies, But 
we rose majestically and soon heard the hissing of 
steam at the stationary power. One ascent gained with- 
out accident; we all began to breathe and take courage. 
To some of the party the passage of the Alleghenies by 
night was full of pleasurable excitement.—-The very 
darkness added to the interest; and the ascent, flight 
after flight, by five steep inclined planes, each nearly 
a mile in length, seemed like Jacob’s lader, to be car- 
rying us to the very Heavens. We reached the summit 
level in safety, and all, I believe, were disposed to 
breathe a silent thanksgiving to our gracious Pre- 
server. 

We took supper at midnight on the summit of the 
mountain, and after two or three hours of sleep, some 
on beds, some on the floor, we resumed our journey 
as the dawn appeared. We were all in fine spirits — 
The air was bracing. We were onthe ridge of the 
great partition wall which nature had interposed between 
the east and the west. I had always seen the rivers run 
east, and now for the first time I saw them take an op- 
posite direction Can any one stand on this elevation 
and not feel excited? 

It was soon apparent that we were descending to- 
ward the west. The rail road traverses some of the 
most solitary passes of the mountains. Amid one of the 
wildest gorges, we met a train of cars under the con- 
duct ofa locomotive. As it neared us, coming on with 
sublime pace, fortunately not in the same track, every 


us to recoil at its close and dreadful proximity. After 
it passed, the road curved so as to give us a full view of 
the whole train, which swept along in fine style, and 
was out of sight ina moment. Let any man see, amid 


eye was fixed; but it flashed by like lightning, causing | 


the solitary defiles of the Alleghenies,such a train,borne | 











the western division of the Pennsylvania canal. It fol- 
lows this stream to the Allegheny, and terminates at 
Pittsburg. Itis 104 miles long, has 64 locks, 10 dams, 
2 tunnels, 16 aqueducts, 64 culverts, 152 bridges. The 
whole distance to Pittsburg, from Philade!phia, by rail 
road and canal, is 395 miles. The canal which com- 
mences at Johnstown, passes through a tunnel more re- 
markable even than the one already described. The 
height of the hill which it perforates is 250 feet. We 
passed it in the night; by the help of lanterns we saw it 
to fine advantage—but our smazement arose greatly 
when we were informed that we were actually passing 
under a man’s farm, and that the well of its owner was 
directly over the tunnel. What will not human enter- 
prise accomplish? Bat now the black volumes of smoke 
in the distance, tell us we are near the great Birming- 
ham of the west; and as I have ended, for the present, 
my journey, so I will terminate my epistle. 
Yours, J. B. W. 


_—-—— 
ed 


From the Temperance Advocate. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE EDUCATION CONVEN- 
TION. 


West Cuester, Pa. 
Tuesday morning, 18th Aug., 1835. 

A number of Teachers and friends of Education met 
in the Court House, at 10 o’clock, agreeably to public 
notice. Mr. Jonn Becx was called to the Chair, and 
Mr. John Simmons appointed Secretary. 

The following named gentlemen appeared, and were 
enrolled as members of the Convention: 

From the Chester County Cabinet of Natural 
Science—Dr. William Darlington, Joshua Hoopes, Dr. 
Wilmer Worthington, John Rutter, Esq. 

Chester County Atheneum—Jobn Hall, William Dar- 
lington, Esq., William P. Townsend, 

Delegates appointed by a meeting of the citizens of 
West Chester—Francis James, William Williamson, 
Dr. John B. Brinton, Thomas S. Bell, Ziba Pyle, Dr. 
Isaac Thomas, Townsend Haines, John W. Townsend, 
Henry Fleming. 

Mechanicsburgh Mutual Improvement Society—J. D. 
Rupp, G. Bobb. 

School Directors of East Caln—Joshua Hunt, Charles 
Downing. 

Bucks County Education Society, also, Newtown 
Lyceum—Lemuel H. Parsons, James Kelly, Wm. H. 
Johnson. 

York Association of Teachers—E. F, Bleck. 

York Lyceum—David B. Prince. 

West Bradford Boarding School—Cheyney Hannum, 


on by the power of steam, and he must feet a full im. | Jonathan Gause. 


pression of the enterprising spirit ofthe age. The dou. 


Young Gentlemen’s Institution at Litiz, Lancaster 


ble track not being completed the whole distance, our | county—John Beck. 


cars met occasionally a heavily laden train, and then 


Montgomery County Cabinet of Science—Jonathan 


the only alternative was to lift our cars off the track, | Roberts, Esq, Maurice Richardson, Alan W. Corson. 


let the current pass, and lift them back again —This we 
had to do several times. 

Before we began to descend, we came to the cele- | 
brated tunnel, a passage through which was of course 
anticipated with great delight. This wonderful work 
of art is through a solid rock of 870 feet in length, con- 
sisting of an arch of heavy masonry 20 feet high. The | 
rumbling of the carsin this subterranean way is like the | 
reverberations of distant thunder. Now came the five | 
inclined planes by which you descend the mountain, 
and the sensation is scarcely less than in the ascent.— 
The length of this rail road over the Alleghenies is 36 
miles, overcoming an aggregate height of 2,750 feet. — 
Besides the inclined planes and tunnel, there are four 
expensive viaducts. All these works are of the most sub- | 
stantial masonry, One gentleman was heard to say in 
relation to them,—‘“ These Pennsylvanians think the 
reign of Time is over; they are building for eternity.” | 

At Juhnstown, on the river Conemaugh, we entered | 





Philadelphia Lyceum of Teachers—Dr. J. M. Keagy, 
Rev. N. Dodge, Josiah Holbrook, J. H. Brown, Victor 
Value, John Simmons. 

East Bradford Boarding School—Joseph C. Strode, 
Robert Guy. 

Pennsylvania Association of Monitorial Teachers— 
Dr. Wright, Thomas Eastman, J. M. Coleman. 


Volunteer Delegates. 


B. W. Blackwood, Philadelphia. e 
E. Neville, do 

Rev. R. W. Cushman, do 

Alexander Maitland, East Caln. 

Wm. Hough, Latborough, Montg’y co. 
Samuel Tyson, Abington, do 

John G. Lewis, Frankford. 

D. R. Ashton, Philadelphia. 

James Quinter, Lumberville, Montg’y co, 
Thomas F. Pim, Downingtown. 

























































7 — ee eres mg 
ro Pe Mer rs a ee uae, tt * 
ne Pa As BA ao yy “at > 
5 aes F gang, a) . et eee igs apg + 
y rots a ee, eye er Oe ; 
ty a : , , Apt, a = . : oe 
: > % = : _— - 
- ; . a 


Qe eae Po 
ws 


pe ete 


rage 
Lo “ 
BME Te Pee. so 
Mo wot 


ea 


Rn ee eae 


es 


BOLE tf 
eee S32 


ae = es eek poms 


2 


SSG PEE 











142 EDUCATION CONVENTION. [Aveust 
Charles Hambleton, Upper Oxford, Chester co. interchange of views and feelings of gentlemen pre- 
Samuel Alsop, Wilmington. sent, it was important that the business of the meeting 
William Mayberry, Hatborough. should be takenup. The Committee of Arrangement 


Cyrus H. Jacobs, West Whiteland. 
Eusebius Townsend, East Bradford, 
Joseph Jacobs, Darby, Del. county. 
Wm. Jacobs, Philadelphia. 

Hon. Isaac Darlington, West Chester. 


should immediately report, in whole or in part. I ob- 
serve a number of plants in the room now fresh and 
green, which are probably brought here for illustration 
—they will wither by to-morrow; if a lecture in re- 
ference to them is désignated, we should have it to-day. 


Rev. Geo. W. Cole, do It is important that we have an early report of business 
Simeon Siegfried, do to be acted on. 
Cheyney ‘Nields, do Mr. Jonathan Gause.—The friends of education have 


On motion, Messrs. Value, Holbrook, Coleman, | assembled here in a social capacity, to devise a plan or 
Brown, Ashton, Beck, and Gause, were appointed a plans of future operation. We should have lectures on 
Committee to arrange business for the Convention. the best mode of teaching, &c. We do not need lec- 

Adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M, tures on the advantages of education; but we do need 

_ suggestions as to a plan of operation, and the best means 
Tuesday afternoon. |} of imparting knowledge to the rising generation, and 
The Convention met at 2 o’clock. helping them to form a character distinguished for mo- 

Mr. Holbrook, upon request, stated the general ob-| rality and other virtues. Under a proper system of edu- 
jects of the Convention. He said, there are in the U. | cation, children will not be seen going to school with 
States, about 60 Colleges—not far from 500 Academies | down cast countenance and eyes suffused with tears, 
—lInstitutions owned and conducted by private indivi- | hut with cheerfulness and alacrity, 
duals, number not known—about 50,000 common| ‘The Committee retired to prepare and report busi- 
schools; many infant schools—and another class of vo- | ness for the Convention. 
luntary or social institutions, viz: Lyctums; of these| yr. Roberts again called the attention of the audience 
there are about 2 or 3,000. These are connected with | ¢9 the plants exhibited, and hoped that during the ab- 
many of our Academies and Colleges—most of them | sence of the committee, Mr. Joshua Hoopes would be 
have Libraries, which are read with great eager- called upon for a Botanical lecture. 
ness, perhaps about 1000 times as much as the former Mr. S. Siegfried hoped that no lecture would be 
libraries of Colleges. Lyceums give the schools a/ pressed out of any gentlemen present. It was to be 
character of greater efficiency, and make the children | presumed that those who had procured the plants and 
more tractable and diligent. A system of co-operation | placed them in the room had some specific object in 
is produced; each pupil recognizes himself as possess- | yiew, and he would not disconcert their arrangements 
ing all the means of self-cultivation, and of producing | by prematurely callirg for a lecture. He had once met 
a kindred action between mind and mind—each one | with a handsome display of plants, or flower-pots, in a 
exerts an influence upon and receives benefit from his country school-house, on the occasion of a religious 
neighbor. These institutions have a social character. meeting, but he did not take it for granted that they 
Many of our institutions are anti-social—they build up a! were to be the subject of a lecture. 
partition wall—students do not make their Greek and | Several gentlemen having concurred in the request 
Latin lessons a subject of fireside conversation. But} for a lecture, ad interim, Mr. Hoopes politely acquies- 
these are social institutions; in them are taken up mat- ced, and producing a specimen of the Cicuta maculata, 
ters of daily occurrence—the philosophy of things is| or water parsnip, gave a discription ofits properties, &c. 
spoken of without formality. Their operations and re-| Committee of Arrangement reported the following 
sults are also social—they will form the table talk of| pesolutions and queries. Report accepted. 
the youth. There isa National Lyceum—15 or 16 State | Resolved, That it is expedient to form a State Lyce- 
Lyceums—over 1090 County Lyceums— 5000 Village |um, which shall be composed of Teachers and the 
Lyceums, and a great number in Academies and | friends of Education throughout the State, subject to 
Schools. 4 : ; the rules and regulations hereafter to be established. 

Mr. Neville said, the fathers of the Republic planted Resolved, That the following gentlemen be a com. 
the tree of Liberty,—we are assembled here to plant | mittee to form a constitution for the proper government 
the tree of Knowledge. Association is our eee 1 oe said Lyceum, viz: Dr. William Darlington, Josiah 

** united we stand divided we fall.” ‘This Convention Holbrook, David Townsend, Esq. Dr, J. M. Keagy, and 
may be hailed with something of the same emotion that | Wm. H. Johnson. 

would attend the discovery of a reservoir of cool water; Resolved, ‘That this Convention recommend the for- 
in an African desert. Mr. N. read an able address on | mation of County Lyceums throughout the State, as 
the advantage of an association of teachers, upon the | auxiliary to the State or Pareut Society. 


orthodox principles of education; it would promote the | The resolutions were adopted, Queries assigned for 
independence of teachers, by leading to tle adoption of | discussion to-morrow morning. 
settled rules of conduct, &c. QUERIES. 


Judge Darlington requested to know whether the} js it expedient that Lyceums and Schools be furnish- 
meeting had any oe object than the formation of an | ed with cabinets, consisting of spec.mens of minerals, 
association of teachers? : _ | plants, and other natural and artificial productions, and 

Mr. Holbrook replied, that one object the meeting | with libraries? 


had im view is to bring the hands of teachers together, What is the best method of governing schools? 


that they may strengthen each other; another object is, The following query was afterwards moved and 
to induce parents and friends of education to work with 


: ‘n | adopted: 
them—to strengthen their hands and encourage their What is the best method a teacher can take to obtain 
hearts. How is this object to be effected? It is Pro: | the attachment of his pupils? ’ 


posed to have a State, or an Eastern and Western Soci- 
ety—auxiliary to which there will be county, township, 
neighborhood and social societies, The object of this | Toe : é 
Convention, then, is to organize an Eastern District or : Tuesday Evening, 74 o'clock. 
a State Lyceum. Convention met, agreeably to adjournment. 
- | 

Jonathan Roberts, Esq. expressed his pleasure in ob-| ‘The list of questions contained in a circular pre vious- 
serving the interest connected with the occasion, and | ly distributed, was taken up, and answers read or given 
complimented those who had called the Convention. — verbally by several members of the convention, ‘These 
He said, however much he felt interested in the general | reports possessed considerable interest. 


After which the convention adjourned, 
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Resolved, That a committee of 11 be appointed to! State, or in such way as may be provided by the bye- 
consider the expediency of establishing an Academy in| laws, at least six weeks before said meetings shall be 
the city of Philadelphia or elsewhere, for the instruc- | held. 
tion of teachers; and submit a plan for its organization} 7. All apparatus, books, and specimens belonging to 
to this Convention. the Lyceum, shall be under the care of the Curators; 

Committee are Messrs. Wright, Value, Brown, Dodge,| who shall be the executive committee and general 
Neville, Beck, Ashton, Holbrook, Keagy, Alden, East-| agents of the society. 

8. This constitution may be altered or amended, at 
any regular meeting, by a vote of two-thirds, provided 
the members present shall not be less than fifteen, 


BY-LAWS. 

Art. 1. The time and place of meeting of the Lyceum 
shall be fixed at each previous meeting. 

2. The rules and orders of the Lyceum shall be in 
accordance with parliamentary usages. 

After the signing of the Constitution, a committee 
was appointed to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

The committee are Messrs. Holbrook, Darlington, 
Value, Simmons, Rupp, Johnson, Bleck. 

In the absence of the committee, Mr. Dodge, Dr. 
Keagy, Mr. Brown, and Mr. Thomas D. James, favored 
the convention with a highly interesting account of their 
improved method of teaching youth by oral instruction, 
and the use of things rather than of letters and words. 
[We were so mnch struck with the novelty and sound 
philosophy of their views on this subject, that we at 
once determined to know more, and tell the public 
what we learn, in this matter.] This interesting exer- 
cise was concluded by a plain, practical, and somewhat 
humorous glance at the errors and absurdities of past 
and existing schemes of instruction, by the President of 
the body. 

The committee appointed to nominate officers made 
report; which was accepted; whereupon it was agreed 
to ballot for officers after an adjournment, Adjourned 
till 74 o’clock. 























n. 
Adjourned till 8 o’clock to morrow morning. 


Wednesday, Aug. 19, 8 o’clock. 


The Convention met. Mr. Hoopes, at the request of 
the body, concluded his remarks of yesterday in rela- 
tion to the Cicuta, and other Botanical specimens. 

Mr. Holbrook addressed the Convention in affirmative 
of the first query reported by the committee. 

Dr. Worthington gave a succinct history of the origin 
and progress of the “Chester County Cabinet of Natural 
Science.” 

Mr. Parsons followed in a few pertinent remarks up- 
on the value of cabinets of minerals, philosophical ap- 
paratus, &c. 

Rev. N. Dodge succeeded on the same subject. 

Mr. Holbrook enforced the affirmative of the query 
by exhibiting several “ foliums,”” with specimens, &c. 


Wednesday afternocn, Aug. 19. 


The convention met at 2, P. M. Dr. Keagy was 
chosen one of the Vice Presidents of the convention, in 
the absence of Mr. Beck. 

Dr. Fussel, of Kennet, Dr. S. Stebbins, of Lionville, 
and John Griscom, of Philadelphia, appeared and took 
their seats as members of the Convention. 

A communication from A. Bitner, jr. of Manor town- 
ship, Lancaster co, containing an interesting statement 
of the condition of the district and other schools in said 
county, was read and laid on the table. 

Letters from the Secretary of the American Lyceum, 
from the Principal of the Harrisburg Academy, and 
from Samuel Cross, Principal of a Select Academy, 
were read and similarly disposed of. ‘ 

Dr. Darlington, from the committee appointed to 
prepare a constitution for a State Lyceum, made a re- 
port, which was accepted—considered by section—and 
adopted, as follows. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LY- 
CEUM. 

Article 1. This Association shall be called ‘* The 
Pennsylvania Lyceum.” 

2. The objects of the Society shall be the advance- 
ment of Education throughout the State, especially 
through the medium of Schools and Lyceums, and to 
co-operate with other Lyceums in the diffusion of useful 
knowledge. 

3. The members of the society shall consist of Dele- 
gates from the several County Lyceums, and kindred 


Evening Session. 

Convention met. The name of Dr. Jesse W. Cook, 
of West Chester, was enrolled among the delegates to 
this body. 

Convention proceeded to ballot for officers. The 
following gentlemen were declared to be unanimously 
elected, viz:— 

President, 
JONATHAN ROBERTS, Mont’ry. Co. 


Vice Presidents, 
Dr. J..M. Keaer, Philadelphia, 
Joun Beck, Lancaster county, 
Jacos Weaver, Cumberland, 
Joun H. Gorntn, Bucks, 
JonaTHan Gauss, Chester. 


Corresponding Secretary, 
John Simmons, Philadelphia. 


Recording Secretary, 
E. F. Bleck, York. 


MEP : : : Treasurer 

institutions in the State, each of which shall have a right Ph; . 
to send five delegates; but any member of a Codnty Hien. N. Dodge, Philadelphia. 
Lyceum, or any kindred institution, may participate in Curators, 

the discussions and other exercises of the society, with- Victor Value, Philadelphia, 
out having the privilege of voting. J. H. Brown, Do. 


4, The officers of the Lyceum shall be a President, 


Thomas D, James, Do. 
five Vice Presidents, a Recording and Corresponding 


Joshua Hoopes, Chester, 


Secretary, a Treasurer, and nine Curators, to be ap- Samuel Cross, Dauphin, 
pointed by ballot annually. J. D. Rupp, Cumberland, 
5. The Lyceum shall hold an annual meeting to re- Lemuel H. Parsons, Bucks, 
ceive reports from the several county and otherauxiliary John F. Hay, Carlisle, 
Lyceums, upon the object of their association; to hear N. R. Smith, Pittsburg 


discussions, addresses and lectures; and to devise and On motion, Resolved, that the thanks of this conven- 

adopt measures to introduce an uniform and improved | tion be presented to the officers for the impartial and 

system of Education throughout the State. efficient manner in which they presided and conducted 
6. Special meetings may be called by the President, | business. 

upon the request of ten or more members, or of a| Resolved, That the thanks of this Conyention be pre- 

county Lyceum, stating the object of such call; of which | sented to the citizens of the borough and county, for the 

notice shall be given in five or more newspapers in the | use of the house during the session of this Convention. 
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Resolved, that Messrs. Holbrook, W. Darlington, M. 
D. and S. Siegfried, be a committee, in connection with 
the Secretaries, to prepare and publish the proceed- 
ings of this convention. 


The convention then adjourned sine die. 





————_ 





—_ 


The Lyceum was immediately organized, and pro- 
ceeded to business. 

Resolved, That the first annual meeting of the Lyce- 
um be held at York, on the second Tuesday of August, 
1836. 

Resolved, That Joshua Hoopes, N. Dodge, J. Sim- 
mons, L- H. Parsons, and J. Holbrook, be appointed 
delegates to attend the annual meeting of the American 
Lyceum, at New York, in May next. 

Resolved, That the Curators be authorized to fill va- 
cancies in the delegation. 

Adjourned till § o’clock to-morrow. 


Thursday morning, Aug. 20, 1835. 

The Lyceum met agreeably to adjournment, 

On motion of Mr. Holbrook, Resolved, That the se- 
veral specimens of minerals, &c. and books presented 
to the Lyceum, be placed in the hands of the Curators, 

The following resolutions, were unanimously adopt- 

» Viz. 

a That the cultivation of the generous, be- 
nevolent and other moral faculties of children cught to 
be considered the foundation work of education, both 
in schools and families. 

Resolved, That the only effectual mode of cultivating 
moral faculties is by practical exercise of them in acts 
of kindness and generosity. 

Resolved, That Natural History, or the study of 
minerals, plants and animals, is peculiarly appropriate 
as an elementary study for children, and that it greatly 
accelerates their progress in spelling, reading, writing, 
geography, arithmetic, and all other branches usually 
taught in schools. a 

Resolved, That Cabinets of Natural and artificial 
productions for the use of Lyceum and schools and 
families, collected by young people generally, are emi- 
nently calculated to promote useful knowledge, prevent 
vice, and produce hevation of intellectual and moral 
character, in individuals and nations—and that such 
Cabinets may be easily obtained. 

Resolved, That a general system of exchanges in 
specimens of nature and art, by Schools and Lyceums, 
in all parts of the country would be well calculated for 
the diffusion of useful knowledge, to strengthen the 
bonds of our National Union, and for the promotion of 
universal education. 

Resolved, That practical Geometry,embracing Draw- 
ing and Mensuration, is of the first importance as a fun- 
damental branch of commoz practical education, and that 
it furnishes exercises peculiarly appropriate and agree- 
able to young children. ; 

Resolved, That it is of fundamental importance. to 
secure the influence and aid of females in the promotion 
of intelligence and sound morals, and that all ladies 
engaged or interested in teaching ought to be invited 
to become members of Lyceums that are or may be 
formed throughout the State. 

Resolved, That the organization of County Lyceums 
ought to be selected as the first step to be taken towards 
accomplishing the purposes of the State society, and 
that township, neighborhood, school and family Ly- 
ceums are appropriate and important objects to be aimed 
at by said county societies. , 

Resolved, That it be a prominent and an immediate 
object of the officers and members of the State Lyceum 
of Pennsylvania te encourage and aid the furnishing of 
Schools and Lyceums in counties, townships, neighbor. 
hoods, schools, and families, with Cabinets of Natural 
and artificial productions. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Resolved, That the ‘‘Chester County Cabinet of Nat- 


ural Science,” and all similar County institutions which 
are now organized in the State, be requested to act as 
County Lyceums, and immediately to take such mea- 


4 sures towards the formation of district cabinets, as they 


may deem expedient. 


Resolved, That ladies who are friendly to the cause 
of Education, be respectfully invited to attend the 
meetings of the Pennsylvania Lyceum, whenever or 
wherever held. 

Resolved, That the board of officers of this Lyceum 
be instructed to procure ur recommend at their discre- 
tion an Agent or Agents to act in behalf of the Soci- 
ety. 

Resolved, That it would be highly gratifying to this 
Lyceum, if Messrs. J. Holbrook and Rupp would con- 
sent to enter into an engagement with the Ex. Com- 
mittee to act asagents for the establishment of Lyceums 
and the promotion of popular education throughout the 
State, during such time as shall by them be found prac- 
ticable. 

Resolved, That the publication committee of the 
Convention be also constituted a publication committee 
for the Lyceum. 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this Lyceum be 
presented to Mr. Josiah Holbrook, of Boston, for his 
indefatigable and highly successful efforts, in promoting 
the cause of Education. 

The Lyceum having concluded its business, adjourn- 
ed to meet at York, on the 2d Tuesday in August, 
1836. , 





A Cuattence.—Three gentlemen in West Chester, 
have offered to do as much in procuring specimens of 
plants, to present to Lyceums which may be formed in 
each of the forty-four townships, in Chester county, as 
the whole borough of West Chester, besides, willdo in 
furnishing collections of minerals for the same object, 
The challenge was promptly accepted, and both parties 
are upon the alert in preparing for the conflict on the 
15th of the coming September; not with sword and 
pistol, but with weapons of plants and minerals as pure, 
as harmless and as beautiful, as they come from the 
Hand which ‘‘formed every plant which is good for food 
and pleasant to the sight, and which weighs mountains 
in scales and hillsin a balance, and takes up the isles 
of the sea as avery little thing.”—Village Record. 





THE REGISTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 29, 1835. 


We observe that the *‘Chester County Cabinet of 
Natural Science’’ in accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of the Convention, have already invited an Educa- 
tion Convention for that County to be held in West Ches- 
ter,on the 12th September,for the purpose of adopting 
measures preparatory to organizing Township Ly- 
ceums. We trust other counties will soon manifest an 
interest in this important subject by following the ex- 
ample of Chester County. 


The Banks have discontinued receiving fippenny-bits 
at a greater value than five cents—so have most indi- 
viduals, 

A a | 

Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 

The publication office of the Register has been re- 
moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade, 
West Avenue, up stairs. 





























